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r tie “melted him almoft to tears. - Wet apprehenfive that his forfeargnce-to 
obey would be more alarming; he. sepeste in a falttring and low voiced the 

2 fellate —_ ee ae , ‘ 
; ! . ‘ (ig % Rt *) 
ia Where'e er a Acealaue that fuits ghia fiwordsi is: Foust 
_ With perils is y dagghtery Sompafs’d tound : 

. Alfonfo’s bloo ¢ can fave the maid, 

* oad ey a. lngeergli prince’s fhade. » : ° 


What j is Sane. in thefe lines, faid Tieodere oaks, that affedts ‘thefe 
princeffes 2 Why were they to be*fhocked by a myfterious delicacy, that has - 
fo little foundation? Your words are ride, yong man, faid the marquis; 
and though fortund has favoured you onte—My ltonoured lord, faid: Ifabella, 
who fefented Theodore’s warmth, which *the perceived was dictated by his 
fentiments for Matilda, difcompofe 1 not yourfelf for thé gloling of ‘a peafant’s 
fon: he forgets the reverence he owes you;  bpt he is got: accuftomed— 
* Hippolita, concerned at the heat»that had arifen,. checked Theodore for his 
boldnefs, but with an air. acknowledging his zeal; and, changing the con- 
verfation, demanded of, Frederi¢ where he had left her lord? As-the marquis 
was going to'reply; they, heard’ a noife without ; 3 and rifim& to enquire the 
caufe, Manfred, Jerome, and part of the troop, who had met an imperfect 
rumour. of what had happened; enteréd ‘the chamber. "Manfred advanced 
hattily. towards Erederic’s:bed to condole with him on his misfortune, and to 
learn the cireumftances of ithe combat; when ftarting in an agony of tesror 
and amazement, he cried, Ha! what art thou, thou dreadful fpeétre ! Is my 
hour. come ?+-My deareft, gracious lord; cried Hippolita, clafping him in her 
arms, what is.it you fee? Why do you, fix your eye-balls: thys ?—What ! 
cried Manfred. "breathlefs—dok thou fee nothing, Hippolita? Is this ghailly 
Pinon dene me alone—to me, who did not——For mercy’ 9 {weetett felf, 
y lord, faid Hippolita, refume your foul, command your reafon.. There 

is. ‘ye a but we, your‘friends.—What, A, not that’ Alfonfo ? cried*Man- 
fred: doft. thovenot, fee him? Can it be mf brain's delirium ?—This b my 
» fail ip; polita s Sthis is. Theodore, tte. Youth who ‘has been fo,unfortu- 
'e—Theodore aid Manfred mournfully, and. ftriking his forehead— 
‘heodors, or § im, he has unhinged the foul of Manfred. —But how 

} comes he here? and how ¢ comes “ armour? I believe he went in fearcly 
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of MabellaX Said Hippolita OF ffabell#? fatd Manfied, velapfing into rage-+ 
Yés'yes, that is not doubtful —But how did hevefcape from durance in which 
I, left tim ? Was it Ifabella;.or this hypocritical old friary that proctired his se 
ealaryement ?—And would a Parevtybe criminal, -mylord, faid Theodore, i 
he meditated the delivergnce of his child 2eferome, amazed to hear himfelf 
in a manner accufed by his fon,,and watho oundation, knew not what to 
think. Hfe-could not-¢omprehend how Theodore Higd efcaped, how he caine s 
bearmed, and to encounter Ryrederic: Still he wowd-not ven ur to atk ary 
queftions that might tefid-to inflame Magfred’s wrath againit his fon. ‘Jerome’s 
filenée convinced Manfred that he had contrived Theodore’s releafe.+And is it 
thus; thow ungrateful oldman, faid the prince, addrefling himfélf tq the friar, 
that thou répayeft. mine and Hippolita’s bounties ? And not content with tra- 
verfing my heatt’s nearéft ‘wifhes, thot armeft thy battard, ‘and bringeft him 
into my own’ caftle to,infule metMy lord, iid Theodore, you wrong my 
father**nor he nor I’is capablé “of harbouring a thought againft your’ peace. 
Is it'infofence thus to furrender myfelf to your highnéfs's pleafure?addéd-he,. © 
laying his fword refpedtfully at Maiifred’s “feet. “Behold my bofom, ‘ftrike, 
my lord; if-you fufped that’a difloyal thought'is lodged there? There is not 
a fentiment-engraven on my ‘heart, that) does* not Vénerate’ you and yours. 
The grace and:férvour with which Theodore uttered! thefe words, interefted 
every perfon »prefent “in his” favour. “Even Manfred was touched—yer ftilt - 
poffeffed with his refemblance to Alfonfo, his adiniration was dafhed with 
fecret horror, Rule, faid he ; thy life is not my préfent purpofé.—But tell 
‘me shy hiftory; and: how thou gameft connected with this old traitor, here. 
My lord! faid*Jerome eagerly.—Peace, impoftor ! faid Manfred; I will not 
have Him prompted. ‘My lord, faid Theodore, I watt ‘no affiftance ;. my 
ftory is véryebrief, I was carried at.five years’Of age to Algiers With my mo- 
ther, who had ‘been ‘taken by, corfairs from the toaft of Sitity. She.died of: 
grief in lefs than a twelvemonth.—The tears gufhed from Jerome» eyes, on 
whofe countenance a thoufand anxious paflions ftood expteffed. “Before the 
died, ‘continued ‘Theddore, thg bound a writing’ about my arm. under.my_ 
garments, which’ toll me-I walthe fon of they¢ount Falcohara.—It is. moft 
‘true, faid Jerome; I am that wrethed fathere—Agaih ‘I enjoin chee filence, 
faid Manfred: »proceed,. f remafn€d in flavéry, faid Theodore, until within 
thefe two yeats, when attending gn°my mafter in his cruizes, I was“delivefed, 
by a chriftian vellel, which overpowered the" pirate; “and difcovering’ myfelf - 
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. to the captain, he getieroufly, pur me tn hore in Sicilyws But alfs! jnftead 
of finding a father, I learned. that, his eftate, which Wasrfituated on the chait, 
had during his abfence been Jaid by the rover: who had caraiédmy 
mother and me into captivity ; that his caftle had. been. burnt to the ground; 
andethat my father ther. on his. retuyn had fold mates remained, and was. retired 
into religion in the king¢ m file but wyhere,, no,man could-inform me. 
m pe ee and friendlels,.. 0 efs alinoft of attaining “the tranfport’pf a pa- 
rent’ *sembi I took the ‘h : -eP portanity of -fetting fail for Naples ; frm 
Whence: at thefe fix « 31 wandgred into this. province, {till fapporting 
myfelf by the labour of my hands ; nor, till yeftey-mora did I believe’ that 
heayen had refervedany, lot for m& but peace of mind and contented powerty. 
This,. my lord, is Theodore’s ftory. I am blefitd beyond. my hope in find- 
ing a father ; I arc anleeeinaee beyond my defert in having incurred your 
highntis’ § difpleafure. He ceafed. A mutmur of approbation. .gently. a¥ofe 
from, the audience. THis 18 not all, faid Frederic ; [-afnbéund in honour to 
add. what he Afuppreffes. .. £ ugh. he is modeft, I mnt’ be, generolis—he i is 
one of the braveft youths” on chriftian ground, He i ig warn too 5) and from 
the thott knowledge I have of him, Iwill pledge: myfelf for his veracity: if 
what he reports of himfelf were not true, he would not utter it—and for'me, 
youth, T honour at franknefs ear becomes thy birth... Bue now, and thou 
_ didft offend me ; yet the noble blood which flows in thy veins may well sbe 





allowed to boil out, when it has %o recently traced, infelf toi ) fource... Come, 


~- 


my lord, [turning to’ Manfred]. if I can pardon him; fi rely you may: itis 
not the. youth 3 fault, if you took him for & afpectre. . This bitter taunt: galled 


the: foul of Manfred. If beings from anoth rer world, replied vhe haughtily, * 


have power to. imprefs" my mind ' ‘with awe, it is morethan.liying man can 
do ; nor could a ftripling’s; arm— lord, interrupted Hippolita, your, gueft 
has "ocealion: for’ repofe ; we not | VQ, him to his reft ?., Bakisy this, and 
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taking Miabes by. the handy the took leave of Frederic, and ‘led. the com- 
pany fofth. “The prince, not. ae, o quit.a cohverfation which recalled to 
mind the « ve ry he. had % ie amoft } fecret fenfations, fuffered: hémfelf 





to. be condud edt his. own. gee it, after 7 ae ‘Theodore, thgugh 
a to return to the calle. e morrow, [a,condition the 


an gladly a cepted] to retire. ai a father to the convent. Ma- 






Ida ar di abel wert too much. occupied with their own refle@ions, and too 
little content with each ot ' er, to with for her coriverfe that night. They 
eo . pigeee oi oe ° feparate? 
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feparated ech to het chamber, with mote expreffions of ceremony; and fees 
of or than had" _ between Rees since their Nha 
Ms 
IE they parted with fonall bates! they did but meet with greater impa- 
tiece. as ‘Yoon as the fup was rifény. Ther minds were‘in a fituation that” 
excluded fleep, and each recolleged a thoufattd quefiions which’ the withed 
fhevhad pt to the other Overnight. ~ Matilda r@MleGted that Iabella had been| 


“twiee delivered by Theodore i in very critical fituatiogs, which’ the could | not 


befieve aceidental. His’ eyes, it was tyue, had been fixed on her-in Fre 
derie’s chamber ; but that might have been’to difpuife his paffion for Habella 
from the fathers of both, It were better to clear this up. She wifhed to 
know the truth, left the thoufd wrong her friend by entertaining a pailion for 


. Mabella’s lover. ‘Thus jealbufy pronipted, and at the fame time i i an 


anette from ea: to as its curidfity. 


wee a 


Habelld, not lefs #élllefs, had. better foundation’ for her fatpicens, Roth 


Theodore’s tongue and éyes had told ‘her his heart was engaged, it was truc 
—yet perhaps Matilda might not correfpond to his paflion—+She had ever 
appeared-infenfible to love ;, all ‘her thoughts were fet on heaven—Why did I 
diffuade her? ‘fai¢ [fabella to herfelf; I am punithed for my generofity—But 


when did they meet ? where?—It cannot be 5 ‘L have deceived ‘myfelf—Per- »° 


pr haps laft night} was "the firlt time they ever Y beheld: cach other—it mutt" be 


‘cloiftér. In this frame’ of: mindy and det 


' dreffed, and leaning penfively on ifrarm. This attita® 


fome other object that has” prepoflelled his affeQions—If it’ is, I am: notfo 
‘unhappy as 1 thought ; if it is ngb my friend Matilda—How ! ¢an I ftoop to 


with for the affe€tion of a’man, who rudely and unnegeffarily. acquainted me 
with his indifference ?) and that at the yery moment: ‘in which eommon cour- 
tefy demanded at leaft expreffions of Civility. 1 will g° to my dear. Matilda, 
who will confirm ‘me in ‘this becoming pride—Man i is. Fallot will, advife 
with her on taking | the veil: fhe will rejoice ‘to find me in this difppfition ; ; 
and. Lf will acquaint her that I no longer: ‘op c ein ie. the 










Matilda, fhe went to that neefs’s« 


what the fele herfelf, revived If#bella’s fulpicions, pas Pach hay 
dence: the had purpofed to place ,i in her friend. © ‘They b 
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and were too much novices, to Aifguite their fenfations with ata “AS 
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“and Martelli, who had cgme for the ufual dole to the caftle 


ee ; . “me 


Tie CASTLE en OTRAN TO. 69 


“\ Sebi ‘unmeaning. queftions and saphians (Matilda demanded of Ufalella the 


caufe of her flight. ‘The latterp who had almoft fofgotten Manfred’s pgfon, 
fo entirely was fhe occupied by her pwn, concluding that Matilda r@€rred to 
her laft' efcape from the contest, which had occafioned the events of the 


» preceding eveningy: replied, Mactelli brought word,to the convent that your 


mother was'déad.—Oh4 faid Matilda intergupting her, Bianea has explained 
that miftake to’me: on feciny me" faint, the cried out,’ The. princele is dead! 
And what made 
you faint ? faid Ifabella, indifferenyto- the:reft.. Matilda blutheds and. ffam- 
mered—-My’father—he was fitting i in judgment.son. a criminal.—What cri- 
minal ? {aid Ifabella eagerly. —+A young man, faid “Matilda=1. believe-I 
think it was that young: man that——What, Theodore? faid Ifabella.. Yes, 





_anfwergd the; I Rever faw him before ; Ido not know how he had offended « 
my Mike bus: as he has heen of rvicé to-you, | am glad my lord ha’ par- 


doned him, Served me? replied Ifabella: do you “terth it fervingme, to 
wotind gny father, and ‘almoft:occafion ‘his death ?) Thoygl it if but fince 
yefterday that Lam bleffed with knowing a parent, I. hope Matilda:does*not 
think [ am fuch a ftranger to filial tendernefs as’not to refent the boldtefs of 


that audacious youth, and that it isimpoffible for me ever to feel anyvaffecs » 


tion for one who dared to lift ‘his arm againit the author ef iny being. No, 
Matilda, my heart abhors him ; 3 and if you ftill retain the friendthip for me 
that you have vowed from your infancy, you will/deteft a man who has been 
on the point of making me miferable forever. Matilda held ‘down her head, 
and replied; I hope my deareft Iabella ‘ages. not doubt »her Matilda’s friend- 
fhip: I never beheld that youth until yefterday ; he is almoft: auftranger to 
me: but as*the furgeons” have pronounced your father out of danger, you 
“ought not tq harbour uncharitable’ refentment againft one whorl am per- 
fuaded did hot know ‘the marquis was related to 'you. “You plead: his caufe 
very ‘pahetically, | faid Ifabella,confidering he. is fo much a ftranger to you ! 
Lam miftaken, -or he returns your charity, “What mean you? faid Matilda. 
Nothing, faid Ifabellay -repenting | that ‘the Rad 'given’ ‘Matilda a hint'df ‘Theo- 


‘dore’ 's inclination forsher.», ‘Then “chariging the vifeoyrfe, ‘the afked: Matilda 


what Secafioned Matifred to'take Theodire for a fpectre?. Blefs mg, faid Ma- 
tilda, did not you obferve his extreme t¥emblance to the’ portralt of Alfonfo 


"inthe fallery? I took. notice of it to Bianga even-before I fawshim in armours ° 
. se eid ‘thbrhelanes apa is the. very image of that pidtare, I do not taych © 


ws 9? It obferve 
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se obferye } idk es, faid, Ifabella ; ‘aaah lefs have I examined this young. mais, 
ae, *: ? tqntively, as you feemeto, have done.——Ah! Matilda; your heart is in 
dange but let me warn you asa friend—He has owned to'me that he is in 
loye:, it cannot be with you, for yelterddy vas. the firft time yau ever. met— 
was" it mot? Certainly, replied. Matilda, But, why does amy deareft Jfabella - 
bi conclude. from any thing. havefaid, that—SShe paufed—then continuing, : 
Dyce ee faw yeu firit, and Iain far, from having the. xanity. to think that my litte 
. ‘portion of charms could engage a.heart devoted to you. May you, be happy, 
e Ifalfella, whatever is the fate df Matilda !—My lovely friend, faid Ifabella, * 
whofe heart was too. honeft to refift a kind expreflion, it is you that Theodore | 
admires; 1 faw it; I am perfuaded of it; aor thal a thoughtyof my own 
happinelé fuffer me to interfere with yours. ‘This franknefs dréw tears, from 
. the gentle Matilda; and jealoufy, that for a moment hadcraifed a coolvefs 
“etevedi thefe: amiable maidens, fooa gaye way to the natural fincerity: and 
candour of their fonls. Each confelled to the othér the impreflion that Theo- 
¢ dore had made. on her; and this. confidence. was followed by a: ftruggle, 0 of 
generofity, each infifting on yielding her claim to her friend. At length, the. 
dignity/of Habella’s virtue, reminding her of the »preference which Theodore 
had. almoft declared for her rival, made her determine to: wie ee her palit, 
and. cede Be beloved object to me friend, — in . : 
geet its 
“Daring th if conic of Anleys Hippolita erfiered. her daughter's chartheg 
—_ faid the to Ifabella, you haye fo mach tendernefs, for Matilda, and 
imtérelt -yourfelf fo kindly in whateger affects our wretched :houfey that I. can 
have ‘no fecrets with my, child, which are not proper for you to hear. ‘The 
_princeffes were. | attention and anxiety. Know then, madats,- continued: 
Hippolita,. and: you, my deareft, Matilda, that. being convineed by all the» 
‘events of thefé two. laft ominous days, that heaven’ purpofes the feeptre of, 
Otranto thould pats, from, Manfréd’s hands into thofe of th marquis Frederic, 
I, have been perhaps infpired with the thought of ayerti g/our total, déftruc- 
‘ tion by ¢he union of éur. rival howfes. With this. view I lave 
to. Manfred my lord to, tender thit, dear dear child to Fred 
Boh Frederic! cried. Matilda Good fh ea 
nd -have jou pamed: it to my father? I have, faid Hippolita: he liftened - 
beliiecie to my,.propofal, and is: gone to beak, it.to. the marquis, oa : 
‘wretched, princefs | cried Habella, what hatt thou. done? What ruin has thy ° ~ 
‘ ¢ \ inadvertent 
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3 : oigadvesten goodnefé been preparing: for thyfelf, for me, and fpr Matilda! 


Ruin from me to you and to my.child! faid Hippotita: What can thts penn? 
* Alas !faid- ‘Vabella,. the purity of your own heart: ‘prevents’ your faffng the 
"depravity of ethers... Manfred, our lord, “that impious man Hold, {gid 
» Hippolita ; you ‘Slt not in wy ptefence, young lady, mentién Manfred 
with difre y lord’ at id hu ufbang, and—Will not be long fo, faid 
Se if, is wickelepal cati be carried into execution, Tht language 

& me, faid Hippoljta. f Your feeling, Habella, is warm ; but untibthis 





ire. & knew ft betray you intp intemperance. “Whiat deed af Manfred ~ 


uae ae you to treat him'as a murderer, an ‘aflaffia 2? "Thou. virtuous 


and | too credulous. princefs! replied Ifabella ; it is not thy life he aims at— 
itis to Feparate himnfelf from thee! té divor& thee! To—t@ divorce me! 


To divgrce my mther !” eried Hippolita and Matilda at once.—Yes, faid Lie’ 


bella: anid to complete ‘his crime, Re meéditates—I cannot {peak it! What 
Dawe what thon haft already uttered? faid Matilf@a, © Aippolita»was 
filefit. 


rief choked her fpeech': and the recollection of: sais -_ | 


ambi riguous difcourfés confirmed what fhe heard." Excellent, dear lady 

dan ! mother! cried Hfabellay flinging herfelf at Hippolita’s feer in aie 
port of pation ; i truft me, believe Mme, J will: die a thoufand deaths fooner 
than confent to injure you, than yield to fo odious—oh!—sThis'is too aie 
cried Hippolita : what crimes does one crime fuggeft ! Rife, dear Mfabella ;: 
do not doubt your virtue. Oh? Matilda, this ftroke is too. heavy for sae 
Weep. not, my. child; and Rota murmur, I charge thee. Remember, he i is 
thy father {71L—But you are my mother %, faid Matitda fervently ;° si ‘yon 
are virtuous, you are guiltlefs !--Oh! muft not I, muft not I complain ? "You 
muft not, Yaid Hippolita-— Come, all, will yet be well.” Manfred, in the. 


agony for'the lofs of thy brother, knety not what. he faid; perliaps Mabella 


mifunderftood-him > ‘his, heart is,good—and, my child, thou knoweft not all: 
There jg acdeftiny hangs over us,; the hand of Providence’ is oftretched out— 
Ok! could J but fave thee|from the wreck! Yes, continued fhe in a firmer 
tone, perhaps the facrifice’of myfelf may. at@ne for all——I will go, ard offer 
myfelf'to this divorce—it boots not what becomes of me.” T will) withdraw 
into thé ngighbouring monattery, and watt? the remainder of Vife in prayers. 
ve my child and—the pris¢e '* Whou art as much toe good for this 

nite, et as Manfred is execrable—But think noty lady, that “ 





Tall determine for met {wear——hear me, all ve angels——Stop, I 
= a | \ « , adjute * 
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0 jee cried. fJippolita; remember, tou doft not depend: on thyfelf 


; oe a father. —Mys father is too pious, too noble, interrupted Habella, 


to con&gand an impious deed, » But fhould-he command.it,"can a father en=" 
join a curfed a&t ?. I was contracted to the fom; can I wed the father’?—No, 
madam, rio ; fotce fhould not drag’ mye to -Manfred’s hated bed. I loathe» 


“him, I abhor higts sdshierand’ human’ lav forbid=And’ my friend," fmiy” 


_ deareft Matilda! would‘! wound her tender foul by i injuring ‘her adored en 


; they? my own mother—I ‘never. have known andther.—+-Oh ! flie is th 


mother of both ! cried Matilda. “Gan we, can. we, Ifabella, addre her too” 
much? My lovely: childrep, faid the touched Hippolita, your® tendernefs © 
overpowers me—but I muft not give way fo it. “It is not ours ito make elec+ 
tion for ourfelves ; ; heaven, dur fathérs, and our hufbands, mutt decide for» 
us, Have patience until you hear what Mafifred: and ‘Fytdéric have deter- 
mined: If the marquis accepts Matilda’s hand, I know: the will readily: obey. 
Heaven may interpofe and prevent the reft, “What means my child? con- 
tinued fh& feeing Matilda fall at her feet with a flood of fpecdhilely tears— 
But'no¥ anfwer me.not, my daughter; I muft not heara word againft ‘the | 
plentaize ofithy father. -Oh! doubt not my obedience, my dreadful» obedi-_ 
ence to-hitn and to you! faid Matilda. But can I, moft refpe&ted of women, ” 


can I experiences all this tendernefs, this world of” goodnefs, and concéal’ 


a thought from. the beft of mothers? What art thou going to utter? faid 


Tfabella trembling. ‘Recolle&'thyfelf, Matild® No, Ifabélla, faid the’ princefs, 


I fhould: not deferve this incomparable parent; if the inmoft recefles of my foul 
harboured a thought without her pefmifion—Nay, [have offended her ; I have 
fuffered a paflion to enter my heart without her avowal—But. here I difclaim 
it; here I vow to heaven.and her=-——My child! my éhild! faid Hippolita, * 


| what words are thele? >? What new calamitics has oe in ftore for us? Thowa 


‘ 










paffion | ‘thou, “in. “Thiel hour of deftruction——Oh ! 14 e l-iny guile faid 
Matilda. I abhor myfelf, if Ecoft my mother a pang. is She i is the deareft. 
thing I have on earth=-Oh! I will never, never be | him more ! “Habella, 
faid Hippolita, thow art confcieus to this unha py fecret, whatever it is. 
Speak— What | cried Matilda, thave I fo fo cited my mother’s Tove that the - 
will not. permit me even to ipeak my own guilt ? Obed wretched, wretched 
Matilda !<-Thou art too cruel, fai { Mabella to ) Hippolita : “canft hag: behold . 
this anguith ofa virtuous mind, and not commiferate it? Not pity my child! . 
faid ppp, Bid Matilda in her arms—-Oh ! I know the is gr, ll 


c 


Cy 


_ my mother, faid Matilda, you, meanto quit us: you mean to take fanctuary, » 
pee so aie an.opportunity ef purfuing his fatal intention. Alas!» 


> 
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| igvall: virtue, slikehdeiiels, and duty. * I do forgive thee,“ my. excellent, my. 


* only hope! The princefles then yevealed to Hippolitw their mutual incl; 
tion for Theodore, and. the purphfe « of Wabella to*refign him to ila: 
Hippolita blamad their imprudence, and fhewed them the improbability that 
either father would confent to beftow his heirefs on fo poor a man} though. 
nobly born.» Some ame give ‘her to fthd their paffion, of fo recent a 
date, and that Theodore, had but Intl caule to faipea: it in cithee, She. 
haaly- enjoined them to avbid all correfpondence with him. This Matilda» 
fervently promifed ; but Ifabella, who flattered herfelf that the meant rf 
more than to. promote*his ‘union with her friend, could not determine to 
avoid him; and made no reply. & will go to the convent, faid Hippolita, 
sadiorder, ewuballes to beth for a deliverance from thefe calamities, —Oh'! 


Fl ohne hcg you to forbear—Will you leave mea prey to Fre- 
er you to the convent.—Be at peace, my child, {iid Hip- 

Ay. uk ill return inftantly. «1 will never.abandon thee, tntil I know it is 
the will.of heaven, and for thy benefit. Do not deceive me, faid.Matilday 
[ will, not marry Frederic until thou commandett i it. Alas! (what. will be- 
come of me ’—Why that exclamation? faid Hippolita. I hay promifed thee 
to return,-—Ah! my mother, replied Matilda, ftay and fave me from myfelf. «, 
A-frown from thee can do more than all my father’s feverity. “Ihave given _ 
away cw and you alone can make mertecall it, No more, faid. Hip- 


polita : 


muft I wed another?Let:me attend theeto Yhe altar, and hut myfelf from 


\. the world forever. Thy fate.depends on thy father, faid Hippolita ; I have 
ill, beftowed my tendernefs,, if it has taughs thee to revere e hueht i him. 


Adigpny. alge I go to pays on thee, 

Hippdfa’s cal farpele was to te Saale 9 of Jerome,» whether:i in  paebsened 
fhe might not confent to thedivorce, . She had. oft urged*Manfred to refign 
the. principality, which the delicacy of her donfcience rendered an hourly 
burthen te her. ‘Thefee feruples oncurred, toemake the ‘feparation, from “her 
hufband appear lefs dreadful ane than retell ae have feemed jn ary other 


ou mutt not relapfe, Matilda. ree quit Theodore, faid the, bat 
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Saat Bo at quitting the caftle overnight, had dichionedl Theodore Seine 
> ayhy } yhad accufed him’to Manfred of f belng privy to his efcape. ‘Theodore 
~ gwned it had been with defi ign to. prevent Meanfred’s {lifpicion from alighting 
f on Matilda ; and added, the holinefs pf Jerpme's life and character fecuredy: 
~ him from:the tyrant’s wrath. Jerome was “peartily ‘grieved to difcover-his | 


fon’s infination for'that princels ; and,” Teaving ‘him: to his refty protmifed! in’ 
ns for: conquering his. pat ' 
fin. Theodore, like ‘Habelfa, was toqr cently ‘acquainted. with parental au- 
thority to fubmit'to “its: “decifions agaiin “the impulfe of his heart. Hethad .. 
little curiofity to learn the’ ‘friar’s -reafons,¢ andlefs difpofition to obey them. 
The lovely Matilda had mad@ ftronger impreflions on hinr than filidl affections, 
‘All night he pleafed himfelf with vifions of love; and it Wa not till late after 
thé mornin g-oflce, that he recollected the friat’s commands to attend: ign 
Alfonfo's 8 tombs. * Siem Se Me Wrahgih ge yee he 
a ing ak ON Sree | ‘i hae eat va: 
sy ile man} 1s faid Jerome, when he faw ie this tardinefs does: a Slsake 








nié, “Have a father's commands already forlittle weight ? Theodore made 


excufes, and attributed-his delay to having overflept himifelf: And * 

é were thy dreams employed ? faid the friar fternly. His fon blathe. 
me, come, refumed ‘the friar, incdnfiderate youth, this mult. notibe ; 

: il y paflio “from thy bredit.—Guilty paflion!"cried ‘Theo- 

ean guilt dwell sid sigelbeeasty and virtuous modefty ? I iB fin 

‘replied the friar, to cheri Rhofe whom heaven has doonfed to deftruc- 

iy — it race muft be fwept ‘from the earth’ to ‘the third and £ 

tion, W 1 vifit the innocent’ for the’erimes ‘of the guilty ® faid »! 




















Theodore. . The latilda Has: ‘Yirtues enouigh-=To u t thee, iriterrupt- 
ed bpp «3 Hat whsshto foon forgotten that twice the favaj 

pronounced thy 1 fentence ? Ndr have I forgotten, ir, faid Thec 
charity of his daughter ‘delivered me from ee power. ~T can 
‘but fiever benefits. ‘The’ injuries thou haft reeéived fro 





gia “Gather of “his cs paies 8 te ? 
and lit, while a father un 


fae é “3 tale of horror, that =a mid cad sae from thy-foul, but 
: ae fenfations 
e a - yh . 3 fi et ! 
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ns vf. cake vengeance. —Alforto! “much-injured prince! let thy une aN 





Y GatisGed thade ‘fit’ avefuloft’ the trgubled air, while thefe trembling. lips, 


‘who comes thete ?—-The moft wrdched 6f women, {aid Hippolita, Gti | 


- «the choir. “Good fathery’ art theusat feifure +—But why this kneeling youth? 
Nihat milion cilia hted, on each counter ? why at thts venera-. 
su fee aught ? ‘Wefwere pouring forth our orifons 
r with fome confafion » to‘put an end. to%he woes 
Joi a with us, lady! thy fpotlefs foul may gb- 
‘ m the judgments which the porate of thelg days Put 
cnoufice againft. thy” joufe. . I pray fervently to, heaven to 

pris pig nepMetgeincch Thou knoweft it has been the occupa- 
tion of my ‘life to wreft a blefling for my lord and. my ‘harmlefs children — 













One, ‘ayer is taketh from me ! Would heaven but-hear: me for: my poor. Ma- 


‘tilda !® Father, intercede for her !—Ewery deart will blefs her, cried 'Tlreo~ 
dote. th feprure:—Be- dumb, rafh youth! faid Jerome: * And thou, fond 






th away: blefs his holy name, and fubmit'td his de 1 do 
» Wevoutly, faid Hippolita : but will he not {pare my only. comfort:? 





~ “Matilda:perith too ?—Ah ! father, I came—Butdifmils thy eee | 


thme mutt ‘hear what I have to utter. May heaven grant ethy¢ 
ih cor iter nae arenas: : Jerome: rowned, 


, 


at eae ae iy: Ged NG 
auegpagets schusiticed the'friar with the Proposal the Lat fugge 
Ms , hise approbation of it, and.the tépder of Matilda: that. r 
e kivepitieeierfes! Jerome could not c&hceal his 
“which he cevered unter: pretence of the improbability that Frederic, the 
| nearel of blood:to'Alfonfo, and who was come to claim his facceflion, would 








©. yield to an allidnce with the wfurper. of his right... But nothing’ “could equal 


the, perplexity “of the friar, when Hippolita eonfefled her readine!s not to 
oppofe the {eparation, and. demanded ‘his opinion on the legality of her ac- 
quiefcence..y The’ friar cavched eagerly at leer requeft f his adviceg and 
‘withoutiexplainipg ‘his. averfion to the propofef! marriage of Manfred and Ifa- 
cont : ainted to Hippolita in ‘the moft alarming coléurs the finfulncts of 
onfent, denounced judgments again gher if the complied, afd tnjoined 
ten at terms to treat By. fuch epee with qvery mark of 
lignan 
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id not with the powers above ! TheLord giveth, andthe, Lord | 


ies oie 
pas So T g 2 e Manfredg aad 
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cs 6 at Tan ee Tie OF ‘OTRANTO 
ds pa oer m Lala a ag. 
a © Winfrey in the mean time, had broken his purpofe to Kes oe : 
__propefpd the double marriage. That whak “prince, who had been ftruck 
with chisliarms Of ‘Matilda, liftened but too-eagerly to the offer. He for-, 
“got his cimity to Manfred, whom he faw but little hope of difpoffeling by 
‘force; and flattering himfelf that» fo iffue ‘tight fucoeed from the union) ¥ 
his daughter with the tyrant, he lookéd upon:his own fucceffion to the 
cipality as facilitated by wedding Matilda.. ‘He thade faint pakegestes tt 
ptopofal ; affecting, for forin only, notito acquielce ‘unlefs Hippolita fhould  « 
confent to the divorce. Manfred took that upon himfelf, “ Tranfported w 
his fuccefs, and impatient to fee himfelf in a fituation to expect fons, 
Ahaftened) to. his wife’s apartment, determined to extort. her compliance. He 
_ Tearned with indignation that the was abfent at the convent’. His guilt fug- 
~©  gefted to him that the had probably baen informed by Ifabella of his parpofe, 
He doubted whethersher retirement to the convent.did not import an inten- 
« tion of eemaining there, until the:could raife obftacles to their divorce; and 
the fufpicions hé had alréady entertained of Jerome, made him apprehend 
that the friar would not only traverfe his views, but might have infpired 
. - Hippolita with the refolution of taking fan@uary, Impatient to unravel this 
_ clue, and to defeat its fuccefs, Manfred haftened to the convent, and atrived 
there as. ati fy: was ener pa Micapid princefs never tp ver to the 
- divorce. gt . 

. ati rf iH Sf Nek ‘ie 
.c¢Madam, | faid Manfred, what bufinet drew you hither? Why did n 
A oe awit: my return from the mafquis? I came to implore a blefling on 

councils, replied Hippolita, My councils do not need a ‘friar’ s.intervention, ee 
faid Manfred—and of all men living is that hoary traitor the only one;whom 
~ you delight'to confer with ? Profant prince! faid Jerome; is tatthe altarthat ® 
thou choofeft'to infult the fervants of the altar ?——But, Manfred, th impious — 
fchemes are known, Heaven and this virtuous lady know them, ny, frown 
> hot, prince. The church defpifes thy menaces, skier thunders will be heard 
above thy wrath. Dare to prgceed in thy. curft purpofe of a divorce, until 
her “fentence be known, and ‘here I Jance her anathema at thy head. Auda- _ 
‘cious rebel’! faid Manfred, endeaypuring to ‘conceal the awe with which the 
friar’s words infpired him; doft thou prefume to threaten thy awful - 
ic fo Thou art no lawid Brie, £ faid er * ae art no ptince—Go, 
‘ ‘ : difcufs, © 
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“unlefs shave no male’ iflue.—As 
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, Bifeuts thy claim With Frederic and: when ‘that j is done—It ‘is done, replied 
“Manfred: Frederic accepts. Matiila’s- hand, and is.centent to wave hi8 is claim, 
¢ fpoke thofe words three drops afblood 





fell from the npfe of Alfonfo' Se 





cation that the blood:of eink Wig never thix with that of Manfred! My © 


gracious lord, faid Hippolitay et us*fubmit ourfelves to: heavents Think 
not thy ever obedient wift rebels againft thy authority. I have’ no will put 
that of'my* lord and the ¢hurch. © To, that reveted tribunal let us appeal. *It 
does: not depend on us to burft. the bands that unite us, If the church fhall 
approve ‘the diffolugion, of our mawiage, be it fo—I have but few years, and 
thofe of forrow, to pafs.. Where'can they be worn away fo well as at. the foot 


ty Manfred turned pale, and the prins 
han » eels funk-on her knees. “Behold! faid the, friar: mark thig miraculous indi- 


of this altar, in prayers’ for thine and“Matilda’s fafety ?—But thou fhalt not re~ 


main thefe until then, faid Manfred. «Repair with me to the caftle, and _ 
I will advife on the proper meafures for a divorce.— But this 
comes not thither ; my hofpitable roof fhall never more harbour Sects 
* and” for thy reverence’s offspring, continued he, I banith im from’my do- 
minions, He, Iween, is no dacred perfonage, ‘nor under ‘the protection of 





the church. Whoever weds Ifabella, it fhall not be father Falconara’s fe A 


up fon. They ftart up, faid the friar, who’ are fuddenly beheld’ in the feat 
of lawful princes; but they wither away like theigrafs, and their place knows. 


them no more. Manfred, cafting: a look of {corn at the or, Hippolite — y 


forth ; but at the door of the.church whifpered one of his att 
main concealed about"the convent, and ay him a noti 
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Frefic@ion which eee ae ont * tlie friar’s Deliaviour, conlpired 


"to per feade him tHat Jer crome was privy. tO an amour between Ifapella and 
Theodore. But Jerome’s new prefumjtibn, fo diffonant frofn his former 





Reo fuggefted ftill deeper apprehenfions. The prince éven fufpected. 
: ~ that the filar ie on fome fgeret fappor from Si whofe arrival 3 
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bes oe novel eee ¥ . 
lence. Sull more was he troubled hh the refeuibfagee! cof Theollore 

AN nfo’ $ portrait. The latter he'knev had unqueftionably died without” 

Wives’ Frederic had confented to beftow Thbella’on him. ‘Thele” contrad 
tions agitated his mind ith numberlgfs. pajgs. He fiw hut two methods. ihe. 
: tricating himelf from his.diffidulties. “Fhe ene was to refign. his dominions w 

si to the marquis. — Pride} ambition, and his réliance ‘on “ancient prophecies in . 

a which’ had pointed..out a poffibility of ‘his preferying them to his p ec’ 
cofabated , that thought, “The other was to prefs his marriage “e Tballs 
‘After long ruminating on thefe anxious thoughts, as hé marched filen on 
- Hippolita to the caftle, he at laft difeourfefl with that princefs on “ fubj 

of his difquict, and xiied every infinuating and plaufible argument fo 
4 herconfent to, even her promife of promoting, the divorce, Hippolitaine 
“Tittle perfuafion to bend her tohis pleafure. She endeavoured to wih # 
ever fo the meafure ofrefigning his dominions ; but finding her exhortations | 
fruitlefs, tthe affured him, that as far as her confcience: would allow. allow; fhe | 
would raife’ 90" oppafition’ to a feparation, though, without ‘better foitrided 
fcruples than what: ae tas pee ha . not t engage to be active in 

Ff aa. fhe ernst HOPE ME: ne 

. compliance, sthoutle igaiihins; ‘was. fafficient to “tile ‘Mantred’s 






















wd trufted that his power and* wealth would eafily advance his fuit at 
oa Rome, whither he refolyed to engage Frederic to take a journey 
i rt er oe had. difc6vered fo much paffion for’ Matilda, that 
Re ‘all he Withed by holding out or withdrawing his 
# hgvas the. marquis fhould appear more or lefs dif. - 


views!’ Even the abfence of Frederic ‘would be a 
, lj vintil’he could take farther meafures for al fe aaa ot 
Sh dat ae Fe, sag tener Ee tit, sae uae bc 
~ Dileting eters to her apartment,” he repabiia Oita of the tidrquis ; y 
ete the great hall through which Prasbocne ‘ he tet Bianca. 
) both the young. adies. It 













Ps acuta courred' to him toefift her‘ on te fabjeGeof Tbe | Theo-_ fay! 
(oe dores “Calling her afide into the yeeefs of the ‘oriel w ndow: ‘of the hall, a on 
i her with many fair words and pre mifes, he demanded of der whes oa 
«thet the knew aught of the pat he abella’s affeCtions. I! my lord ? Ne ei 
Ay ad oy AD AY at oe @ area Se seid ae! ey S 
e . . ‘ 3 Ne Thu +H ; oe " i) vis pass Mia 
fei i ‘ee: =. a 
© * ear ane es 





ae 


we) my lady Matilda il eset ] 


* ae 
oo ? 






her sr Seah ba good girl and tell, me, is there 
josie ae ) underftand, me, Lord bleis me! underRand, yoni 
‘highnefs eat sa te 5 tan a ‘vitlneraty herb’ and repofe——I am not 
talking, replied the p ently} about*her father: Iknow hg will do © 
well. Blefs ‘me, I rejoice ee: highnefs fay fo ; for though I thought it 
right amt t to let.my. young lady detpo ce methought hte greatnels had a wan 
‘look, and a fomething—!_ rem when young Ferdinand was wounded 
by the Venetian. Thou anfwere & from the point, interrupted. Manfred ; but 
‘here, take this jewel, perhaps that may: fix. the attentions Nays: no Tever 
ences ; my favour shall-not-ftop hee—Come, tel me" truly; how. ftands 






fabelis’s heart ? Well, your highnef@” has. fuch a way, faid. .Bianca—tos be 


; How long has: Ifabella “béen acquainted* with T 






fure- it can, your highnefs a a fecret ? If-it thowld ever come. ‘out of 
ur lips——It thall not, ‘it fhall not, cried Manfred. Nay,:but fveear, your 
eft y my, halidame; if it thould ever be inoviagthte Lfaid it——Why, . 

truth i is truth, Ido not think my, lady Mabella) ever . puch. affectioned my 
“young lord, your | fon ; yet he was a fweer-youth as. oné fhould fee, «1 am fure » 
if J had been.a princefg—But blefs'me ! 1 muft attend my lady wae 3 fhe’ 
will matvel what is become. of .me.Stay, cried Manfred, jthou haft ‘not _ 







akg . ie. bis Cee ene ~~ FO ae ser Se ea eee 
: Tue’ CAST Bon OTRAN'TO. pe he ey 
ie my lofd-—Poor y! dhe is wonderfully ‘ter sast about’. fier’. : 
“ ee ‘sywounds 5 3 but I tell he é will do well;..den’t your highnef think’ 
1 de ‘not afk you, replied Manfred, what thaichiniks about herSMthers 


“fatisfied my queftion. Haft. thow ever. carried any meflages’ any letter 21! “ue 


Good gracious! cried Bianca; I carry a letter ? I would not, ‘to. be: a queens. 
Lhope your kighnefs thinks, though Lamoor, 1am honeft. Did yo 
nefs never hear whatycount M 








i re, fuid Manfred, to-liften to thytalesy% , 
do not queftion thy honefty.; ‘but it is thy duty to conceabnothing from me, 
¢?—Nay$ there is no-. 
thing ¢an efcape your highnefs, faid Bianca—not that I know any: thing of the 
amiteer.** Theodore, to be. fure, 4 ‘ssa proper young man, andy as my lady 


e® me, when: ke came a-wooiy to ae 


Matilda fays, the very image of good Alfonfa: Has not yeur highuefe rgmark- 


ced it ? Yes, yeo—-No—thow tortureftmey faid Manfred : Where did they meet ? 

when ?—-Who, ry Matilda 2» faid Biawca. ‘No, nd}, Not Matilda Ta-.. 
+? Wheh did Habella f ¢ acquainted with this Theodore 1 a Sal 

i aid, Bianca, how thould I know ? Thou doft know, faid. “Manfred ;. 
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‘T mutt know ; TL will. —Lordt rout shighnels is not j« -alous of young - 
- Theodore?! Gaid Haat nO: ie fhould al jealous ?—Pem ~* 
: F haps: , 


She 


‘the difficulties that would attend the,celebration of their marriage; ubl 


the propliecy would be out ‘one of thefe days—Bianca, faid he, m 
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: hep I mean to unite them—if I was fuse Ifa}ella would have no repugnance, 


fagnance! Nod, I’! warrant her, faid@Bianca: he is as, comely a youth 
as trod on chriftian ground; we are’a in love with him: there i is not a 


foul in the caftle but would. be rejoiced®to \paye him for our prince—I mean, 


when it shall pleafe sheaven to-call. your highnels to itfelf.—Indeed | daid. 
Manfred: has it gone “fo far? Oh this’ curfed friar !—But'l- muft_not 


“lofe timg--Go, Biancas attend Tfabelld; but I charge thee, not a word’ ¢ 


what has pafled. .Find,out how the is affested towards. Theodore ; bring»me 


good news, and that ring hasa ae Wait &t.the foot of the winding ~ 


ftaircafe: ‘I am going to. vilit the mae is, and will a farther with Chee at: 


‘ My return. ; ¢ ee | ta 


. é 
¢ Orie &: 


“Manfred, after fome Sneral converfition, defired Frederic to difmifs the 
twa knights his companions, having to, talk with him on urgent affairs. As. 
foon as they were,aloge, he began in artful guife to found the marquis on * 
fubject of Matilda ; and finding him difpoted to his with, he let drop. ss gs 





At that inftant Bianca. burft into. the’ room, with a wildnefs in her lodkk; and 
geftures that fpoke the utmoft terrors ‘Ok! my lord, my lord! cried, the, 


‘we areall undone! It is come again ! it is come again !—What is come again? 


cried Manfred amazed.—Qh! the hand! the giant! the hand ‘Support 
me! | am terrified out of my fenfes, criedeBianca: I will.not fleep in the 


‘eaftle to-night, Where fhall I go?.My things may come after me to-morrow’ 


—-Would Thad been content.to wed Francefco !_ This comes of sambition !— 
Whit has terrified thee thus, yang woman ?:faid the »marquis: thou art 
fafe here; be not alarnieds) Oh !.your greatnefsis wonderfully good, faid. 
Bianca, but. I dare »not--No, pray, let. me go--I Had ratherleaye every 
thing behind me, than-ftay another hour under this ‘roof. | Goto, thowhaft . « 
loft thy: fenfesy faid Manfred, Interrupt us not; we were communing on © 
important matters.——-My lord, this wench is fubjeg tor fits Come, ith the, 
Bianca. —Oh ! the faints ! No, {gid Bianca—for'cegtain it comes to warn your 
highnefs ; why fhould it appeag to me elfe? 1 fay my prayers morning and 
evening ~Oh! if your highnefa had: believed Diego. 1 Tis the fame hand that 
he faw the foot to in the gallery-chamber—Father. “Jerome has éften | , R 





words.—Thott raveft, faid Manfred in a'ragé:” Begone, and keep ieee 
eres to frighten, thy companions. = my lord, ried Bianca, do you. . 
O ~ 9, think © 
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ihe a de ‘Saw what? ‘Tell &, fair maid, what: thou hate feen,’ fai 9h 
eric. Swine: liften, rata: ‘Manfred, to the ‘delitium iy ts 
eee y ecatgs oa afitions until the believés them ? Tris 
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‘thas. ¥ k “your: grtatnefi, faid. aca i, 

pale pi at I have recovered’ mylelf— 
y Ifabel a’gc chiamber by his Highnefs’s ‘order We do net 
; errupted Manfred: fince his. highnefs will have it, 
tt >» bri ord, your highnefs thwarts one fo ! ! replied Bianca) 
tl am fire T never in.my life—dWell! as I was telling your) 

¢ by his high unefs”s otder to my lady Ifubella’s chamber : is 

ured” ornare!) ee a i 
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So, as 
I heatd wee ‘of! at 
fays. he heard when the pape a ‘haba i 
Whiat does fhe mean, my lord? he’ ks 
giants: acu ete 
i * : 


‘was all ria Beane looked up, - 









: if your greatnefs wi deli me, ime hote the uppermdft banifler » 

of the grear ftairs a hand i \ armour, as big, as big—I thought Ffhould have, 

Me {wooned - flopped came hither—Would I were well out ofng 25 
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his influence over his wife, affured the marquis it was, 


_ and nfelancholy. Manfred, who was’ de 
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this caftle! ! My Ifdy Matilda told me but, efter-morning that her highnels - 
Higpolita knows fomething—Thou art aA infolent! cried Manfred—Lord 
a it much mifgives me that this feene is concerted ‘to affront. me, 
Are my own domeftics fuborned to fpfeadltales injurious to my honour? Pur-— 
fue youf claim by manly daring; or let us bury our feuds, as was propofed, 
by the ‘intermarriage of our children’: buttruftiape, “it: iN becomes a prince 
of your’ bearing to- préatife on mercertary wenches.—1 abhi as n,, 
faid Frederic; until this hour I never fer-eyes fh this damfel : 
‘er no jewel !—My lord, thy lord, your confeiente, your ath i 
and would throw the firfpicion on me-~But keep ‘your daughter, and | 
no more of Ifabella: the deri wag ka —— on Te ae echt 
matching into it. pets ics eh 
© i x Ne A aM ey 
Manfred, alarmed at the refelute ¢one in which Frederic delivered. thet 
words, isha whee to pacify him.» Difmifling Bianca, he made fuch fub- 
miffion$ to the marquis, and threw in *fuch artful encomiums on. Matilda, 
that Frederic was once thore ftaggered. However, as his paffioh wa Of Li 
recent_a date, it could not at once furmount the feruples he had conceived. 
He had gathered enough from Bianca’s difcourfe to perfuade him tha ; 
declared: itfelf againft Manfred: The propofed: mat iages to rem 
claim to a diftance: and the principality of Otranto was a ftronger temp’ 
tion, than the ‘contingent reverfion of jtewith: ‘Matilda. Still he. vould not: _ 
abfolutely tecede from his engagements 5 ‘but purpofing to gain time, 1 he’ sige 2 
Gnanded of Manfred if it was truv in fa& that Hippolita confanted to the dis. 
vorce. The prince, tranfported’ to find no other obftacle, estes bed om 
























fatisfy himfelf of the truth from he own mouthe, a Abie 


ie wie Seis de Gifcoustgirtond-wae srought: that 

prepared. Manfred. conduéted Frederic ‘to: the gre at hall wh 
reca:ved by Hippélita and the young”princeffes. e Manfred place 
next to Matilda, and feated himfelf between his. wife and ai 
lita comported herfelf w:th ate eafy gravity 5 but the, young tad 
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_ eclined his s frequent challenges, pretence of his late lofs of blood ; while’ 
e prince, red {pirits, and ta cointerfeit unc8&ncera, 
indulged hin inyplentiful jin ite, Sates not to visa imoseion gd his 
a ‘i: atc ‘ee es Pe i 
ee. Greets re alas a * 
ess alcntag reing far ; wang th the’ ange st cantinded. Montred would 
he with Frederic#~ but the latter’, pleading weaknefs and,want of 
__ Tepole, retired.to, his pcre al telling. the prince, that his daughter 
: hi highnef$ until himfe could attend him. Manfred accepted 
‘the party; and, to the no finall grief of Mabella, accompanied Rer to het 
apartment.” Matilda’ waited on iret to enjoy’ the frethnefs of the 
Cay ae seaeapenain Bo as nee 














a Abe! company. vas’ Bios their Pe ways, Binders quitting : 
er, enquired. if Hippolita was alone; and was teld by one of her _ 








ants, who had not noticed her going forth, that at that-hour she gene- 
withdrew to her oratory, where he probaBly would find her, The 
uis during'the repaft had beheld Matilda with increafe of paffion, He 
pt ie to fitid’ Hippolita in the'difpofition her lord had promifed. The 
perv a alarmed him: wete forgorten i in his. defires.e Stealing foftly 
and_unobfer to the. apartment of Hippe ta he entered it with a refolution 
toe ray © “her acquicicence to the divorce, having perceived that Manfred 
“was tefolved to make the poffeffion of Ifabella an tinalterable ye — 
“he would ——- to his withes." 7 ae 
ae "ies le ieee aay Dz IE ey - ; “ts 
me - "Phe marquis, was not furprifea at the filence that oebedea in me princefs’s 
became? Concluding: her,"as he had been advertifed, in her, oratory, he 
‘Ke yatted. on... The door was a-jar ; the evening gloomy and overcalt, » Puths 
ing. o pened ero a perfon knetling before the altar. As he 
ipproached . ed not a woman, but one in along woollen weed, 
mn,” 0 ‘febmed abforb€d in prayer. ¢ The 
gue tifiny, flood fome moments 
m.° The marquis, expeching the 
oe Rae excufe his uncivil.intefruption, 
ther, T cl the lady Hippolits.—Hippolita ! replied a 
eft thou to 'this caftle to. feck Hippolita?—And then the 
owl: a a to Frederic the fethlels jaws. and? “*” 
aaa empty 
















itor. wn fo pe % 4 Y he a . 
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eae fockets of 4 AMleton,) \wrapt in a he it’s. cowl. Angels re) ces 
hes cried Fréderie recoiling. Defervg ‘their protection, faid Ae 

ie ic, falling on his. knees, adjured € phantom | to tak i itgeet on him 
“Doft thou not remember me? a tht a apition.* Remember t 








aught for thy eternal peace , alt ‘thou’ pelivere ed from bondage, faid the 
fpedtreyto purfue carnal : delights? Hatt thous forgone the buried: fabre, and 
othe beheft of heaven engrayen on it {—I have net, I have NOt faid: Fredegic 


But fay, bleft fpirit, what'is: thy erjand tome ? ‘what remains to. Ve dong 


se forget Matilda’ faid the ie ee vanithed, - 


Mey 


Frederic’s ‘blood gask in Lis veins: » For f ines minutes as cetteinal mo~ 


sisi, ‘Then falling proftrate ‘on hig face before the altar, he befought the | 


imerceflion. of every faint for pardon. «A flood of tears fucceeded to th® tran{- 
_ port's andthe image of the beauteous Matilda ruthing in {pite of him’ on - 
~ thoughts, he lay on the ground in.a conflict of penitence and) » paffion. © 
“he could recover from this agony of: his fpirits, the princefs Hippolita; wit 
a taper i ‘her hand, ‘entered the oratory alone,’ Seeing a’man without motion 
“on the'floor, fhe gave a fliriek} concluding him dead. Her fright brought 
Frederic: to himelf.. \Rifing fuddenly, his face bedewed with. tears, he weuld 
i have'ruthed from | her prefence ; ; .but Hippolita, flopping him, conjured him 
gn the mot plaintive accents toexplain the caufe of his diforder, and by what 
reeee chance’ the had found himythere it that pofture” Ah! virtuous pr 
~ Gels! faid “the marquis, “penetrated with grief—and ftopped. « lov 
“of heaven, my lord, faid “Hipfolita, sdifelofe the caufe: 6f this -ecaaibiet f 
What mean: thefe: » doleful founds, this alarming: ‘exclamation on my name? 
“What woes has heaven fill ia ftore’for the wretched Hippolita Yet filent ? 
—By every pitying) angel, Tadjuré thee, noble prince, continued the, falling 
at his feet, to difclofe the ‘purport of what lies at thy: heart—I fee t feelett 
for me; thou feeleft the: fharp pangs'that ‘thou infli@eft—Speak, Y pity !— 








Doct aught thou. Nt ae —Iecan 
burfting from lier—Oh't. -Mathda tris Ne :% S ~§ eg Pea te 
eC ier 


Quitting, the princefs thus shuiptly, he. haftened. to 2 hia own. apartment 


At the door of it he was accofted by’ Manfred, whio, fluthed by wine and ee 


‘had come to feek him, and to propofe to wafte fome hours of the night’in. 


ae” ra  maod) 


» Joppa! + Art thou that, holy. mit? cried. Frederic ge Fa a. a 


ae 


2 sacaennd aa r 


~ * mufic and reveling, Frederic, offended ft an invitation fo diflonant from the - 
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F —_ of his foul, puthed him ely ‘fide, and,. tactics his chamber, flung 
the door intemperately. againft Manfred, and bolted iy inwards. ‘The Ifaughty 

»prince, enraged: at. this uniccoubtable behaviour, withdrew in a frawie of 
“mind, capable of the moft fatal xc@fes. As he crofled the court; he was 
"met by the d neftic- whom he had planted at the convent as a {py on Jeromic 
and Theodore. .'Fhi¢ m islpon bréathlefs with "the hafte he had made, 

bi amin 3 heodoreiandgfome fady from the caftle woye at that 
" Lay tae conferenee at the tomb of Alfonfo in St. Nicholas’s church. 
ged: Theodor? thither, buy the gloominefs of the ae had pre- 

vee =n ery the woman was. 








“Manfred; me {pirits: were re inflamed, and whom. Ifabella had driven from 
her on “his urging shis paffion with foo little referve, did not doubt but the , 
“Gnguitttide fhe had exprefled hadybegn occafioned bysher, impatience to mect 
“Theodore. Provoked by this:conjeéture, and enraged at her father, he haft- 
ened | fecretly to the great-church. . Gliding foftly between the aifles, and: 
guided by an imperfect gleam .of moonshine that. a fhintly through the 
illuminated wilidows, he ftole towards the tomb of Alfonfo, to which he, was 
directed by indiftinct whifpers of the perfons he fought. The firft founds he 
could: diftinguifh were—Does it,. alas, depend on me? Manfred will never 
permit our union.—No, ‘this fhall prevent it! cried the tyrant, drawing his: 
dagger, and plunging it over he» fhoulder into. the bofom ofthe perfon that: 
fpoke—Ah me, I am flain! cried Matilda finking » Good heaven, receive: 
my foul !—Savage, inhuman monfter what haft thoudone? cried Theoidore,, 
rufhing on him, and wrenching his dagger ¥rom him.—Stop, ftop thy impious. 
hand, cried,Matilda; ‘it is my father !—-Manfred, waking as from a trance,. 
beat his breaft, cwihed his hands in his,locks, and endeavoured to recover’ 
his dagger from Theodore..to ,difpatch *himfelf. ‘Theodore, fe&rce léfs dif-. 
tracted, nd only maftering the tranfports of,his grief to affift Matilda, had. 
now b: eries. drawn fome. of “the. monks to, his aid. “While part of. them: 
endeavoured i in concert wish the afflicted Thodore to faop the blood,of the-. , 
. ‘dying. Pancels,..t the relt pipvented pine Pi icles aes on. 
hinges é 
44 : re 


. 


a ss * on 


ve “Matilia, refiguing te patiently to her fate, sckhowledeet with looks. 

» ‘of grateful love the zeal.of Theodore. Yet oft as her faintnefs would permit 

a a Resa its way; the begged thé, afliftants to comfort hes father... Jeromeme 
bss by; 
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by this, time had” Karnt the fatal news andefr 
feémed” to reproach The@dore ; but turning, Mai sil ein tyra 
- beholdwhe completion of woe fulfilled on t impious and devoted | ars 
Hood of Alfonfo cried to heaven for vengeance ; and heaven ‘baas pe mitt 
alfar to bé polluted by afuffination, that thoy” mighteft fhed thy own bloc 
the foot of that prince! 3 fepulchre !—Cruel ran! cr ied Pci aggre 
vate the*Woes of a parent! May heavy; 2 blefs iny J ? 
I de! My lord; my gracious fire, d t théu fork tv ean . 
came not hither to meet Theodore! INound’ him at peak nas om | |: ; 
ther my hati fent me tp intercede for thee, for her—Dear father, blefs 
your child, and fay you forgive’ her. —Frgive thee! ‘Marderous ) thoniter | oie 
ctied Manfred—can affaffins forgive? I, took thee “for Mabella 5 ‘but: ‘Heaven bs 
directed my bloody hand t the heart of my child !—Oh 1*Matilda—I cannot ‘ 
‘uttr it—canft thou forgive the bifadne® « of my rage ? I can, I do, and + may 
heaven confirm it! {aid Matilda—But while «i have life “to afk rasa,” my 
" mother ! °what wal fhe “feg] !—Will you ‘comfort her, my lord? Will “yout. > 
not put “her away ? Indeed ‘the loves you—Oh, Tam sae der me ee . 
eaftle—can I live to have her clofe my eyes? aby cau cine i 
x es sk ies is 
Theodore and the rae befought her spicy to coi idea ‘to ‘Ye 
borne into the convent; but’her inftances were fo prtefling to be cartied ‘to 
the caflle, that,’ placing er n a litter, t y conveye her thither as fhe. Te! 
quefted.. Theodore fupporting heed th his arm, and lianging over b ot 
in an agony of defpairing love, Qéllen eavoured to infpire her: With’ hopes of 
life. Jerome on ‘the other fide comforted Her’ with difcourfes of heaven, and 
holding a crucifix ‘before. her, which the bathed with i innocent “teats, prepared : 
her for her paflage to immortality. Manfred, plunged’in hoo ae age t 
followed the litter i in defpair. Ree : . ae 






















Hie they aie the caftle, trinpolia; informed 5 Bess dred 
bs ftroplic, had flown to iicet her gnurdeted child; bitt'when the faw the afflicted. 
‘proceffion, the mightinefs of het grief deprived yer Of her fenfes, and the fell 
lifelefs. to the earth ina {woon, Tabella” and Fredefic, who- attended. her, ; Aa 
were overwhtlmed i in almoft equf*forrow. - “Matta alone feemed infenfible » . 
.to.her own fituation: every. thought. was” ‘tot i in tendernefs for het mother. ties 
ths “> Ordering the litter to ftop, as foon as Hippolita was brought to herfelf, ae Noo i 
~afked fot her father, “He mp POMEER, ‘unable to fpeak, ‘ath pers 
hand 
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| andand her mother’s, ldiked ; 
* her’heart. Manfred’could not 


emein her own, and ser clafped them to 
: ort _ aX of pathetit piety. H& dathed 
mfelf ‘the. ground, and curfeq the day he was born. abella, apprehen- 
five that thefe dtruggles of pafGo§ were more than Matilda’ could Teaiete 
a upon herfelf to. order ‘Manfred to-be borne to his apartment, while fhe 
caufed | Matilda to. be cgnveyed' t to. the nefreft clamber. Hippolita, fearee 
“morealive than. her daughter, was tegardléfs of every thing but jer: but 
when the tei Habella’stare wouldghave likewife removed her, while ihe 
*  furgeohs. eure Matilla’s wound, ghe cried, Remove me? Never! never! 
- Pfived but in her, and will expire with her. Matilda raifed her eyes at. her 
mother’s voice; but clofed them again without {peaking: Her finking pulfe, 
and the damp coldnefs of her sake foon difpelled all hopes of recovery. The- 
edore’ followed the furgeons into the outer chamber, and heard them pro- _ 
“Rounte the fatal fentence with a trangport equal to phrenfy—Since the cannot 
“ive mine, cried he, at leaft the thal! be mine in. deash !--Father:! Jerome ! 
will you not join our hands? cried he to the friar, who with tha marquis. 
* had accompanied the furgeons. What means thy diftraéted rafhnefs ? faid 
_ Jerome: is this an hour for marriage? Iti is, itis, cried Theodore : alas, there 
ismo other! Young man, thou art too unadvifed, faid Frederic, doft thou think 
we are to liften"to thy fond tranfports in ‘this hour of fate? JVhat pretenfions 
haft thou to the princefs? ‘Thofe of a prince, faid Theodore; of the fove- 
reign of Otranto. This reverent] man, my father, has informed: me who I 
am. Thou raveft, faid the marquis : there is no prince of Otranto bur my- 
“felfy now Manfred by murder,. by: fatrilepious murder, has forfeited all Pre- 
‘tenfions. My lord, aid Jerome; affuming®an ‘air of command, he tells’ you 
‘true. It was not my “purpofé the fécret fhould have been divulged fo'foon ; , 
but fate prefles onward {0 its work, What +his*hot-headed. paffion has re- 
vealed, my tongue confirms. Know, princes that when Alfonto fet fail for 
~ the Hol and—Is. this a feafon for explanations ? cried ‘Theodore. Father, 
come and unite me to the princefs: the ‘thall be mine—in every. atli¢r thing 
a eae. obey your My life! my alored’ Matilda! continuedsTheo- , 
ing back into the:inner. chamber,<will you. not: be miue ? will you 
8 Ypur-——Ifabella- made figns to “hifi to be: filent, apptehendin ng the 
oe ia near her end. What, is fhgedead? cried: Theodgre : “is it pof- 
hile? _'Bhe violence of. his exclamations broyght Magildato herfelf. Lifting 
up her eyes fhe looked round for her mother—Life of iny foul! I am Ree, : 


. 5 Sea Becca. think not | 1 will ‘quit thee t-—Oh !. Fou: re: t00 goad, (ate? 
y Matilda, + 
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Matilda—but weep ee for me, my mother !* am going whereforrow. never, 
dwells, -Ifabella, thdu halt loved me} wot fhou not filpply my fondnefs. to. 

* this deg, dear woman? Indeed I am faift!—~Oh! my child ‘my, child! 
fajd Hippolita'in a flood’ of tears, can I nt withhold thee a, Moment ?—It ‘ 
will not be, faid Matilda—Commend me to heaven——Where is my father 2. 

_ Forgive him) deareft mother—fitgive f him. my deat! 3 it was an“error—Oh! 
I had forgotten —Deareft mother, | vougid never to fee Theodore miore—Per-~ 
haps that has drawn down this cala ity—but if was not intentional—ean, 
yor pardon the ?+Oh! wound not my agonizing foul!.faid Hippolitas . 
thou never couldft offend me.—Alas, fhe faints } 5 ie help !—TI would fay 
fomething more, faid Matilda ftruggling, bgt it wonnot be—Ifabella--Theo-.. 
dore—for my fake—oh !—he expired.  Ifabella and her women tore | 
Hippolita from the corfe ; .but Theodore threatened deftruion to all who. 
attempted to remove him beni Pe, printed a thoufand kiffes on hertlay=> 
cold a ae and utterede every expreflion that defpairing love could dicta mt 

« ry 

Tabella, in n the Mean tinte, was accompanyihg the afflicted Stippalhte” to 
her apartment; but in the middle of the court they were met by Manfred, « 
who, diftragted with his own they zhts, and anxious onee more to behold his 
daughter, was advancing to’the ¢ amber where the: lay. As"the moon was. 
now at its height, he read in the countenances of this unhappy comparly the 
event he dreaded. What! jis fhe dead? crfed he in wild confufion—A clap i 
of thunder at that ihftant thookthe caftle to its foundations ; the earth rocked,, 
and the clank of more than mortal! mimour was heard behind, ¥rederi¢ and — 
Jerome. thought the Jaft day. wa at hand. The, latter, forcing Theodore . 

_ along with them, ruthéd into - ‘the courte’ Phe’ momertt Theodore appeared, 
the walls of the'caftle ‘beliind Mahéfred were thrown down with a mighty 
force, and the fori of Alfonfo,, dilated to an immenfe” magnitude, appeared .. 
in the centre of the ruins. Bahold th Theodore, the true heir of Alfonfo! 
faid. ae vifion : ‘and haying pronounced thofe words, accompanied By. a clap 
os thuader, it afcentled folemnlf towards heaven,wwhere the clouds parting 
afunder, the form of faint Nichlas was feen ; and receiving avons: s fhade, 
they were foon wrapt fim mortia eyes ina ar of glory. 








The ebcldacs fall proftrate on” thetrfdees, bederipdcing the diuine will ; 

The firft that broke filenée was Hippolita. My ord, faid the to the defpond : 
cha: g Manfred, behold the vanity of human peels Conrad is Bort Ma- 
, ° « e tilda 


set 
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” Elda’ is no more! in Theodore £ viet the true prince ofOtranto. By what 
miracle he is fo, I know not—i\ffice it to us, our doom is pronounced ! 


Shall we not, can we but dedicatejthe, few deplorable hours we have fo live, 
in deprecating the farther wrath’ of heaven? Heaven ejects us—whither cay 
we fly, but to yon holy cells that, yet offer ug a retreat ?—Thou guiltlefs but 
unhappy woman ! unhappy by my crimes! replied Manfred, my heart at laft 
is open to thy devout admonitions. @h! could—but it cannot be—ye are 
left in wonder—let me at aft do nad on myfelf! To heap fhame on thy 
own head is all the fatisfagtion I have4eft to offer to offended heaven. My 
ftory has drawn down thefe judgments; let my confeflion atone—But ah! 
what can atone for wfurpation and &% murdered child? a child murdered in a 
confecrated place ! Lift, firs, and nay this bfoody record be a warning to 
future tyrants i : 





. Alfonfo, ye all know, died in the Holy Land—Ye would‘ interrupt me ; ye 
would fay he came not fairly to his end—It is moft true—why elfe this bitter 
“cup which Manfred muft drink to the dregs? Ricardo, my grandfather, was 
his chamberlain—I would draw a veil over my anceftor’s crimes—but it is 
in vain: Alfonfo died by poifon. A fictitious will declared Ricardo his heir. 
Hig crimes purfued him—yet he loft no Conrad, no Matifda! I pay the 
price of ufurpation for all! A ftorm overtook him. Haunted by his guilt, he 
vowed to faint Nicholas to found 4 church and two convents if he lived to 
reach Otranto. The facrifice was accepted : the faint appeared to him in a 
dream, and pfomifed that Ricardo’s pofterity, fhould reign in Otranto until 
the rightful owner fhould be grown too large to inhabit the caftle, and as 
long as iffue-male from Ricardo’s loins fhould remain to enjoy it.—Alas ! 
alas! nor male nor female, except myfelf? remains of all his wretched race ! 
—I have done—the woes of thefe three days fpeak the reft. How this 
young mgp can be Alfonfo’s heir,l know not~-yet I do not doubt it. His 
are thefe dominions; I refign them—yet I a‘ not Alfonfo had an heir—- 
I queftion not the will of heciven— poverty and prayer mutt fill up the wSeful 
fpace, until Manfred fhall be fummoned to Ricardo, ° 


What remains is my part to declare, faideferome. When Alfonfo fet fail 
for the Holy Land, he was driven by a ftorm on the coaft of Sicily. The 
other veffel, which bore Ricardo and his train, as your /ord/hip mutt have 
heard, was feparated from him. It's molt true, faid Manfréd ; and the title 
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you gwe me is mere than an out-catt calf claim—Well, be it fo—proceed, , 

Jerome blufhed, and continued. For thr months lord Alfonfo was wind- 
‘  bound*in Sicily. There he became enaynoyred of a fair virgin named Vittoria. 
de was too pious to tempther to forbiddeh pleafures. They were married, 
Yet deeming this azmoureincongruous with the holy vow of arms by which he 
was bound, he was determinedsto conceal their nuptials until his return from 
the crulado, when he purpofed to %ek and acknowledge her for his lawful 
wife. He left her pregnant. Durilig his abfence fhe was delivered ofa 
daughter: but fearce had the felt a nfother's pangs, ere fhe heard the fatak 
rumour of her lord’s death, and the fucceffion of Ricardo. What could a 
friendlefs, helplefs woman do? would Mer teftimony avail ?—Yet, my lord, 
I have an authentic writing.—It needs not, faid Manfred; the horrors of 
thefe days, the vifion we"have but now fcen, all corroborate thy evidence 
beyond a thoufand parchments. Mhtilda’s death and my expulfién——Be 
compofed, my lord, faid Hippolita; this holy man did not mean to recall 
your griefs, Jerome proceeded. 


mr 
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I fhali not dwell on what is needlefs, The daughter of which Victoria was 
delivered, was at her maturity beftowed in marriage on me. Victoria. died ; 
and the fecret femained locked in my breaft. Theodore’s narrative has told 
the reft. - 

The friar ceafed. The difconfolate company retired to the remaining part 
ofethe caftle. In the morning Manfred figned. his abdication of the principa- 
lity, with the approbation of Hippolita, and each took»onm them the habit of 
religion in the neighbouring convents. Frederic offered his daughter to the 
new prince, which Hippolita’s ten{lernefs for Ifabella concurred to promote; 
but Theodore’s grief was too frefh to admit the thought of another love ; and 
it was not till after frequent difcourfes with Mabella, of his dear Matilda, that 
he was perfuaded he could know no happinefs but in the fociety of one with 
whom he could forever indujge the melancholy that had taken poffeifion of 
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DEAR WILL. 


HOUGH people in the country are enough difpofed to believe won- 
ders,. yet are they prudently aptT% fufpend giving. credit. to: all that 

are fent from London, except of a political caft. You. good folks ftill be- 
lieve in an uninterrupted generation of patriots; and though: they feldom: 
come to. years: of maturity,,syou truft in. them as faft as they are produced in. 
faint Stephen’s chapel, For other monftrous births, you:are fonder of them, 
the farther they come. Ghofts and witches are ‘entirely of your own growth. 
Excepting the famous ghoft of a found in Cock-lane,. from which the Me- 
thodifts expected fuch a rieh. harveft (for wat might not a. rifing clturch 
promi(e itfelf from fuch well-imagined nonfenfe’as the apparition of a noife?) 
I think many, many years have elapfed, fince*the capital could boaft of hav- 
ing regenerated a fpirit. Your fagacity wilh therefore incline you: to doubt 
- the marvellous account I am going to give ia of a new-difcovered race of 
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"Perhaps you will‘také the relation for fome political allegory, or think it ° 
"a new4vamped edition of Swift's Brobdignags. My good friend, it is neither 
the one nor the other; though I muft*owh a political uyftery; and a-won- 
derful one too, for it is really kept a fecret.—The very crew of the thip, who 
faw five hundred of thefe lofty® perfonages, gid no utter a word of the mat- 
ter for «whole year; dnd even now, phat a general idea has taken wind, can 
fcarce be brought to give any pric to their*moft intinate friends. 

All that the public can yet learn is, that captain Byron and his men have 
feen on the coaft of Patagonia five hundyed giants on horfeback. Giants! 
you will cry ; what do you eall giants? Why, my friend, not men of fifty 
or an hundred feet high,. yet ftill very perfonable giants, and much taller 
tHfan any individual ever exhibited at Charing-crofs. Come, what do you 
think of nine or ten feet high? and what do you think of five hundred fuch ? 
Will Mis. cry, “ Pith! that is no giant, it is only a well-made man,” 





s 


I am told, for I am no reader of travels, that this gigantic nation «was 
known to exift as early as the difcovery of that.continent; that fir John Nar- 
borough menti¢ns them ; and of late years Maupertuis. The Spaniards affert 
that they have long been acquainted with their exiflence—fo they, you fee, 
can keep a fecret too. But the reafons given why we know fo little of the ~ 
matter are, that few fhips ever touch on that coaft, ftanding more out to fea 
in order to double the Cape ; and that thefe giants are a roving nation, and 
feldom come down to the coaft ;“and then I fuppofe only to bob i whales. 


You will be eager to know a grect deal more than I can tell yous but thus 
much I think is allowed: That captain Byron, being on that coaft, faw a 
body of men at a diftance on very {mall horfes: as he approached, ‘he per- 
ceived that the horfes were common-fized: horfes; but that the rifers were 
enorfioufly tall, though 1 do Aot hear that theis legs trailed much on the 
groynd. This was fine game for a man fent on difcoveries. The captain 
and part of his crew immediately landed, on which meffieurs the giants as 
quickly’ retreated, Whether thistimidity was owing to the terror which the 
Englith arms have ftruck into all parts of the known and, I conclude, uns 
known world ; eee they took captain Byron for Mr. Pitt ; whether they 

r took 
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: took our men for Spaniards, whotk nathe muft be an aie to all Americans; 
or whether they had any apprehenfions of fire-arms 1 cannot tell. Be that 
as it may, the more the captain and his men advanced, the falter theggiants 
kept trotting off, Seeing this, the captain took a bold and fenfible refolu 
tion: he ordered his men to lay down their arms and remain ftock filt, 
himfelf alone advancing., I doubt much whtther Homer would have cared 
to venture his Jupiter alone againft five hundred. Titans. * 

, a 

as ( 

Captain Byron’s Titans had more om Siavoir vivre, and, feeing him ad- 
vagce alone, ftopped. He came up with them, and addreffed them in all 
the languages he knew, and that they did not. They replied in the giant- 
tongue, which I am told a very reverend critiq upon the ftrength of one 
fyllable which the captain remembered, affirms is.plainly Phoenician, The 
capraift, not being mafter of thatvexaeedingly ufeful and obfolete language, 
had the misfortuneof not comprehending a word they faide Had he been a 
deep fcholar, he would undoubtedly have had recourfe to hieroglyphics, 

* which the Learned tell us was the firft way of conveying inftruGion : but I 
muft beg leave to obferve, that it was very lucky the captain had not fo much 
erudition. 1 do not know whether he can draw or not, but moft. probably, 
if he can, he had not his implements with him; at moft, parhaps, a black- 
Jead pencil, or a pen. and ink, and the cover of a letter. He could not with 
fuch tools have afked many queftfons ; and: as the giants are probably. not, 
Better painters than the Egyptians, he would. have underftood their anfwers 
as little as tht Learned dothe figures orrobelifks. Thus he would have loft 
his time, and got no information ; or, what ts worfe, to every man but a cri- 
tic, have made a thoufand abfurd guefles, The captain having a great deal 
more fenfe, andthe favagesdome; they naturally fell into that /uccedancum to 
language, figns. Yet I do not hear that either fide gained much fnformation. 


The frit thing, or rather firft fien, he faid to-them in this dilemma was, 

Sit down ; which he explained by fitting dowh on the ground himfelf. »The , 
poor good giants underftood him, difmonnted*and fat down too.. It is faid, 
but far be it,from me to affirm.it, that, when the captain (who | am told is 
upwards of fix feet) rofe again, the nearef,giant to him, though fitting, was 

: taller than, he. 
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'*An hour or two was fpent in fruitlefsly endeavouring to underftand one an- 
other se all I hear the captain comprehended was, that the giants invited him 
yery civilly to go with them into the ‘woods, where I fuppefe Gigantopolis 
ffands, and their king refides, who, no doubt, is at leaft two feet taller than 
the talleft-of his grenadiers. The captain dec'ined the offer ; at which thefe 
polite fatages expreffed’ much concern, but never once, as aay ftill more po~ 
lite people would have done, acempifa to force Rim. 


When ‘he took his leave, they remained motionlefs, and continued fo, as 
he obferved by his glaffes, till the thip wes out of their fight. 


Very few other particulars are come to my knowledge, except that they 
were clothed in {kins of beafts, and hed their eyes painted of differéht co- 
lours; that they thad*no weapons, but {pears pointed with fifh-bones ; that 
they devour fith raw, and that they fhowed great repugnance to tafte any 
liquids offered to ‘them by the captain; and that though they were too polite 5 
abfolutely to refufe his toaft, they {pit the liquor out of their mouths again ; 
whether from apprehenfion of intoxication or poifon, is not certain: how- 
ever, it looks as if they had fome notion of fuch European arts, What is 
more remarkable ; the weather being very fevere at that feafon, the whole 
coloffal troop feemed as fenfible of the coll, and thivered like us little deli- 
cate mortals of fix feet high. ‘They had a few giantefles with them; but as- 
the captain did not furvey them witt-the {mall end of his Spying-laiks I do 
not hear that he was much ftruck with their charms, ~ 


This, my dear friend, is all the datisfa@tion Ian give you. ‘Howed: I 
am proud to be the firft who has cofnmunicated this important Sioney to 
Europe. : 

e = s 

The fpeculationsit has alreagy occafioned, andewill cialek: are infinite, 
The wolf of the Gevaudan, th&t terror of the French monarchy, is already 
forgotten. Naturalifts, politicians, divines, and writers of romance, have 
a new field gpened to them. Thg, feale of being afcends; we mount from 
the pigmies of Lapland, to the giants of Patagonia, . v 
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“You will afk, but I cannot anfwer you, Whether the feale of the country 
is in proportion to fuch inhabitants? Whether their oaks are half a lofty 
again as the Braifh? And fuch’is your zeal for England, you will already. 
figure a fleet built of their timber. How large is the grain of their corn? 
Of what fize their fheep, @ows, and poultry ?- Do not go and compute by 
Gulliver’s meafures, and tell me, that 4 populous nation of fuch dinfenfions 
would devour the products of fuch ac op as Great Tartary i in half a year. 
Giants there are ; 3; but what: proportionable food they have, except elephants 
and leviathans, is more than I = tell. Yitexg si ee do not live upon 
Bantam-chickens. * 

As you, are ftill more of a politician than a naturalift, you will be impa- 
tient to know if captain Byron took péffeffion of the country for the crown of 
England, and to have his majefty’s ftyle run, George the third, by the grace 
,of God, king of Great-Britain, France, Ireland, apd the Giants! You will 

~ af& why fome of their women were not brought away to mend our breed, 
which all good patriots affert has been dwindling for fome hundreds of years ; 
and whether there is any gold or diamonds in the country? Mr. Whitfield 
wants to know the fame thing, and it is faid intends a vifit for’ the converfion 
of thefe poor blinded favages. 


As foon as they are properly civilized, that is, enflaved, due care will un- 
doubtedly be taken to fpecify in their Sirteg that thefe giants fhall’ be fubjea& 
to the parliament of Grgat-Britain, and fhall not weir a fheep’s fin that is 
not legally “Jlamped. A riot of giants would be very unpleafant to an infant 
colony. But experience, I‘nope, will teich us, that the invaluable liberties 
of Englifhmen are not to be wantonly fcattered all over the globe. Let us 
enjoy th@gn ourfelves, but they are too facred té be communicated. [f giants 
once get an idea of freedom, they will foon ,be our matters inftead of our 
flaves, © But what pretenfions can they have tdfreedom ? They are as diftin€ 


from’ the common fpecies as blacks, and, by being larger, may be more wfe- — 


ful. I would advife our prudent merchants fo employ them in the fugar- 
trade: they are capable of more labour ; wat even then they mnft be worfe 
“Nreated, if*poffible, than. our black Mtees : they muft be lamed and maimed, 
and have their fpirits well broken, er they. may become dangerous. This 


* This was written during the contefts op the famous ftanfp-act. 
Vou, IL. QO. too. 
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too wall give a little refpite to Africa, where we have half exhaufted the hi ‘ 
man, I mean the black breed, by that wife maxim of our planters, that if a 


-  flave Ifves four years he has earned his purchafe-money, gern = esc you 
may afford to work him to death in that time. 


t The spother-country is not only the firft, but ofight to be the fole object 
of our Political confiderations. If we once begip to extend the idea of the 
love of our country, it will embrace{the univerfe, and confequently annihi- 
late all nption of our country. Thé Romans, fo much the object of ‘modern 
admiration, were with difficulty perfuaded to admit even the reft of Italy to 
be their countrymen, ‘The true patriots*never regarded any thing without 
the walls of Rome, except their own-villas, as their country. Every thing 
was done for immortal Rome, and it was immortal Rome that did every 
thing. Conquered nations, which to them anfwered to difcovered nations 
with us, for they conquered as faft as they difcovered, were always treated 
accordingly ; and it is remarkable, that two men equally famous for their elo-, 
quence have been the only two that ever had the weaknefs to think that con 
quered countries were entitled to all ‘the bleffings of the mother-country. 
Cicero treated Sicily and Cilicia as tenderly as the diftri& of Arpinum, and I 
doubt it was the folly of that example that mifled his too exaét * imitator on 
a late occafion. However, the giants mpft be imprefled with other ideas : 
Blefs us! if, like that pigmy old Oliver, they fhould come to ‘think the 
Speaker’ s mace a bawble! ad R 
What have we to do with cae but to conquer, enflave, and make it 
tend to the advantage of our commerce ? Shall the nobleft rivers in the world 
roll for favages ? Shall mines teem “with gold fof the natives of the foil? And 
fhall the world produce any thing but for England, France, and Spain? It is 
enough that the overflowings of riches in‘thofe three countries aresevery ten 
yearg wafted in Germany. / 
Still, my political friend, J am not for occupying Patagonia, as we did 
Virginia, Carolina, &c. Such might be the politics of queen Elizabeth's 
days: but modern improvements are wifer. If the giants in queftion are 
mafters of a rich and flourithing empire, I think they ought to bt put under’ * 
© =. their majefties, ~2 Weft-Indian company; the dire@ors of which may retail 


é Alluding toeMr. Pitt's fpeeches againft the ftamp-act. 
out 
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“out a {mall portion of their impbrial tevenues to the mae PR under the 
_ name.of a dividend. . This is an excellent {cheme of government, totally un- 
known to the ancients. I can but think how poor Livy or Tacitusyywould 
have been hampered in giving an atcount of fuch an imperium in imperio. 
* Caffimirus Alius Caunus (for they latinized every proper name, inftead & 
delivering it. as uncouthly pronounced’ by tlteir foldiers and failors) would 
have founded well enough: but dividends, difcountsy India bonds, &c. were 
not made for the majefty of hiftory. But Iam wandering from my fubject ; 
thouglt, while J am talking of the flocks and funds, I could chalk out a very 
pretty new South-fea fcheme, @ Arofos to the Patagonians. It vould not 
ruin above half the nation, and wquld make the fortunes of fuch induftrious 
gentlemen, as during the want of a war in®Germany cannot turn com- 
miflaries. 
yo ; ‘ ~ 
Command is the obje& of every man’s ambition ;. but by the impolitic af- 
fent of ages and nations to hereditary monarchy, you muft be begotten on a 
* qucén, or are for ever excluded from wearing a diadem ; except in a very 
few inftances ; as in Poland, where the throne is elective ; in Corfica, where 
they will not acknowledge hereditary. right in the republic of Genoa; in 
+ Ruffia, where a foldier’s trull fucceeded her hufband the ezar, and where 
theré are other ways of fucceeding a hufband ; in Peru, where they are tired 
of exchanging their gold for tyraitts; and in Paraguay, where the {f outcafts 
of the earth, and the inventors of the oath of obedience, have thrown off 
all fubmiflior to their prince, and, havrig mounted the throne, will probably 
renounce the oath of chaflity too. But it Is to England that perfons of the 
Jowelt birth- are indebted for th€ invention and facility of wielding at leaft 
part of afceptre. Buy but,'an India bond, and you have a property in the 
kingdom of Bengal. Rife/to be a dirdétor, and the Mogul has not more 
power of appointing and difplacing nabobs. Indian fovereigns may now be 
bora in Threadneedle-firect. , 
, . * ’ ’ 
What the government means by pocketing & whole nation of giants, ig not 
tobe conceived, It ought again to draw down the vengeance of their anta- 
gonifts.on the prefent § miniflers. Iam fuye they have done nothing worfe, 


AY~ .* Cath XWCaun. } The jefuits. 
y! “ Allading to the czarinas, Catherine yf § This was written bgfore the change of the.» + 
and ad. miniftry in July. ? . 
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Who knows but at this inflant they may be preparing to pour in forty or fifty 
tRoufand giants upon ws? Their love of liberty, their tendernefs of the con~ 
flituti@n, their lenity, mildnefs, and djfintereftednefs, their attention to the 
Reroonn in fhort, all their virtues may be affected, and only calculated to 

ull us afleep until the fatal blow is ftruck. I own my apprehenfions are 
gloomy; yet, thank God, we have a pretty, tall “oppofition, who will not 
fuffer u¥ to be enflaved by any thing higher than themfelves. 

¢ 


*In the mean time, till we know folnéthing of the matter, itis to be hoped 
that all {peculative authors, who are fo kind as to govern and reform the 
world through the channel of the newépapers, will turn their thoughts to 
plans for fettling this new-a@quired country. I call it new-acquired, becaufe 
whoever finds a country, ¢hough nobody has loft it, is from that inftant en- 
titled to take poffeffion of it fort himfelf, or his fovereign. Europe ‘nas no 
other title to Americ&, except force and murder, which are rather the exe- 
cutive parts of government than a right. Though Spain pretends.a know- 
ledge of our giants, fhe has forfeited all pretenfions to their allegiance, by 
concealing the difcovery ; as is plain from the decifion of the canon law, tit, 
De novis regionibus non abfcondendis. 

The firft thought that will occur to every good chriftian is, that this race 
of giants ought to be exterminated, and their country colonized; but I have 
already mentioned the great utility that may be drawn from them in the light 
of flaves. I have alfo faid, that a ifoderate importation migltt be tolerated 
for the fake of mending our breed; but would by no means come into a 
projet I have heard dropped, and in which propagation would not be con- 
cerned: I mean the fcheme of britging over dnumber of giants for fecond 
hufbands to dowagers. Ireland is i kept inva ftate of humiliation. We 
check their trade, and do noteallow them tp avail themfelves of the_beft fitu-- 
ated harbours in the world. Matrimony i is their only branch of commerce 
unrefirited, ‘andi it‘would be d moft crying injufttce to me that too. 


en truth, we are not fufficiéntly acquainted with thefe Goliahs to decide 
peremptorily on their properties.ee No account of them has been yet tran{- 
mitted to the Royal Society: but it would be exceedingly advifable, that aye 
_ jury of matrons — be fent in the next embarkation to make a report ; < 


* The Grenvilles. 
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_” and old women for old women, '{ wduld truft to the guia of the matrons 
in preference to that of the philofophers. 5 vd 


e 

I will now,.-my friend, drep the political part of this difcuffion, and in- 
form you what effect this phenomenon has had on another fet of men. At 
has ftarted an obvious and very, perplexing queftion, viz. whether thefe giants 
are aborigines; if they are not, from which of the fons of Noaltethey are 
deicended, and in that cafe how we fhall! account for this extraordinary in- 
creafe’of ftature? oJ 

. 

The modern philofophers are peremptory that thefe giants ‘are aborigines ; 
that is, that their country has been inhabited lsy giants from the creation of 
the world. ‘The fcriptures, fay thofe gentlemen,. mention giants, but never 
paftefior to the flood; whence we ought to believe that they perithed in the 
general deluge. Neither, add they, are we told thaz any fon of Noah was 
of ftature fupereminent to his brethren. Yet we will fuppofe, fay they, that 
fome of their defcendants might have fhot up to an extraordinary height, 
without notice being taken of it in facred writ. Nay, they allow that this 
increafe of ftature might not have appeared till after the date of holy writ. 
Yet, is it credible, fay they, that a race of giants fhould have been formed, 
and remain unknown to all ages, all nations, all hiflory? Did thefe monfters 
pafs unobferved from the moft “eaftern part of the continent (the fuppofed 
communication by which America was peopled) to the northern parts of the 
other world; and migrate down thas-whole continent to the moft fouthern 
point of it, without leaving any frace, even by tradition, in the memory of 
mankind? “Or are we to bejréve, that tribes of giants failed from Africa to 
America? What veffels wafed them ? Was navigation fo perfected in the in~ 
fant ages of the world, rat fleets enormoufly’ larger than any now exifting 
were canftructed for a race of Polyphemes? @r, to come to the third point, 
is it the climate that has ripened them, as Jamaica {wells oranges to fhadocks, 
to this ftupendous volunte? But north an fouth of them are men of the 
ordinary fize; nor have the fame latitudes produced any thing fimilar, 
Natural philofophers cannot account for it, “therefore divines certainly can ; 
and when this people fhall be better knows, I do not doubt but the myftery 
will be cheared up; for, as thefe giants have indubitably remained unmixed 
longer than any other people, we fhall probably difcover ftronger traces of 
their Jewith origin. Their cult ts in all likelihood lefs corrupted from that 
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of the fons of noch, than is to be fouhd clfewhere ; their language poflibly } 


the genuine Hebrew, not Pheenician; and, if 1 might hazard a conje@ure, 

thefe giants are probably the defcendants of the ten tribes fo long loft, and fo 

frnitlefsly fought by the learned ; and havi ing deviated lefs from the true re- 

ligion of their forefathers, may have been reftored to, or preferved in, their 

primitive f ftature and vigioe. I offer this opinign wits much modefty, though 

I think it’more reafonabfe than any Aypothe/is 1 have yet heard on the fubjedt. 
‘ 


Whatever their religion fhall appear'té*be, it will be matter of great’ curi- 


ofity. We fearce know of any people, except the Hottentots, or the heroes 
who lived in the days of Fingal, among.avhom no traces of any religious 
notions or worfhip have been Uifcovered. 


If they are not Jews, but idofaters,ethe ftatues of their divinities, ‘their 
facrificing inftruments,* or whatever are the trinkets of their devotion, will 
be great rarities, and worthy of a place in any mufeum. 

Their poetry will be another obje& of enquiry, and, if their minds are at all 
in proportion to their bodies, muft abound in the moft lofty images, in the 
true fubline. Oh! if we could come at an heroic poem penned by a giant ! 
We fhould fee other images than our puny writers of romance have con- 
ceived; and a little different from the cold * fale of a late notable author, who 
did not know better what to do with his giant than to make him grow till he 
fhook his own caftle about his own ears 


In fhort, my good friend, here is ample oe for {peculation :*but I hope 
we fhall go calmly and fyftematically’to work . ay ws fhall not exterminate 
thefe poor monfters till we are fully acquainted With their hiftory,, laws, 
opinions, police, &c. that we fhall not convert them to chriftianity, only 
to cut their throats afterwards , that nobody will beg a million of acres of 
giant-lind, till we have rpine! Ie what to do with the prefent occupiers 5 ; 
and that we fhall not throw away fifteen or twenty thoufand men in con- 
queting their country, as we aid at the Havannah, only to reftore it to the 


Spaniards, ° - 
Me Yours, . 


: e é S. 9 
4 * The Caftle of Otranto. : 


July 1, 1766. 
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LHittoire n’eft fondée que fur Igfemoignage des auteurs qui nous V’ont tranfmife. 1 importe 
donc extrémement, pour la fgavoi de bien connoitre quels étoient cesauteurs. _ Rien n’eft a ne- 
gliger en ce point ; le tems od ilsfnt vécu, leur naiflances leur patric, la part qui $ ont cue aux af- 
'faires, les moyens par lefquels ils ont été inftruits, et Vintérét qu’ils y pouvoient prendre, font des 
Circonftartes effentielles qu’il n’eft pas pefmis. d'ignorer: Uecla depend le plus ou ie moins d’au- 
torité qu’ils doivent avoir: et fans cette connoiflance, on courra rifque trés fouvent de prom 
pour*guide un hiftorien de mauvfife foi, ou du moins mal informé. 
Hilt, de PAcad. des Infcript. Vol, X. 
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“CO incompetent has the generality of hiftorians been for the province they 
have undertaken, that it is almoft a queftion, whether, if the dead of 

pat ages could revive, they would be able to recontioitre the events of their 
own times, as tranfmitfed to us by ignorance and mifreprefentation. All very 
ancient hiftoryy except that of the illuminated* Jews, is a perfect fable. It 
was written by priefts, or collected: from their repérts; and calculated folcly 
to raife lofty ideas of the origin of each natfon. Gods and demi-gods were 


*. the principal actors ; and trath is feldom to be expected where the perfon- 


“ages are fupernatural. The Greek hiftorians haye no advantage over the 

; Peruvian, but in'the beauty of their language, or from that language being 
more familiar to us.. Mango Capac, the fon of the fun, is as authentic’ a 
founder of a royal.race, as the progenitor of the Heraclidz, Whiat truth int 

“deed could be expected, whet even the identity of perfon is uncertain? The 
actions of one were afcribed to many, and of many to one. It is not known 
whether there was a fingle Hercules or twenty. 


_ As nations’ grew polifhed, hifto came better authenticated. Greece 
itfelf learned to fpeuk q little truth’ Rome, at the hour of its fall, had the 
confolation of feeing the crimgS of its ufurpers publithed. The vanquifhed 
inflicted eternal wounds on (heir conquerors—but who knows, if Pompey 
had fucgeeded, whether Julius Czfar would not have been decorated as a 
martyr tg public liberty ?, At fome periods tha fuffering criminal captivates 
all hearts; at others, the triumphant tyrant. Auguftus, drenched in the 
blood of his fellow-citizen’s, and Charles Stigrt, falling in his own Blood, 
are held up to admiration, ‘Truth is left out of the difeuflion; and odeseand 
anniverfary fermons give the law to hiftory and credulity. 
‘i . 
* _ But if the crimes*of Rome are atithenticated, the cafe is not the fame with 
its virtues. Aw able critic has fhown that nothing is more problematic than 
Vor. Ik P + the 
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the hittory of the three or four firft ages of that city. As the confufions of 
tlie fate incredfed; fo do the confufions in its ftory: The empire had mafters, 
whofe‘names are only known from mégldls. It is uncertain of what princes _ 
‘feveral stapes the wives. If the jéaloufy of two antiquaries:inter- 
Venes, the point becomeg inexplicable, Oriuna, on the medals of Caraufius, 
ufed to pafs for the moon : of late years it isgbecome'a doubt whether fhe was 
not his*confort. It is Of little importance whether fhe was 'moon‘or emprefs : 
but how little muft we know of thofe times, when -thofe land-marks ‘to ‘cers 
tainty, royal names, do not ferve even that purpofe! Jn the cabinet of the 
king of France are feveral coins of fovereigns, whofe country cannot now, be: 
guefled at. et 
LJ ' 

The want of records, of letters, of printing, of critics; wars, revolutions, 
factions, and other caufes, occafidned thefe defeéts in ancient hiftory. : Chro- 
nology and aftronom are forced to tinker up and reconcile, as well as they 
can, théfe unceytainties, | This fatisfies the learned—but what fhould we’ 
think of the reign of George the fecond to be calculated two thoufand years * 
hence by eclipfes, left the conqueft of .Canada fhould be afcribed to James 
the firft? hs cs: 

* roe 

At the very moment that the Roman empire was refettled, nay, when a 
new metropolis was crected, in an age of fcience and arts, while letters {till 
held up their heads in Greece; confequently, when the great outlines of 
tryth, [ mean events, might be expected to be eftablithed ;*at that very. 
period ’a new deluge of error burft upon the world. Chriftian-monks and faints 
laid truth wafte; and a mock fun rofe at R6 when the Roman fun funk 
at Conftantinople. ‘Virtues and vices were rate by the ftandard of bigotry; 
_ and the militia of the church becamle the only hiftorians, The beft princes 
were reprefented as monfters,; the worft, at leaft the moft wfelefs, were dei- 
fied, according as they deprefled or exalted turbulent and enthufiaftic prelates 
and friars. Nay, thefe men were fo deftitute of temper and common fenfe, 
that they dared to fuppofe that common fenfe would never revifit the earth ; 
and accordingly wrote with ¢o little judgment, and committed fuch -pai- 
pable forgeries, that, if we cannpt difeover what’ really happened in»thofe 
ages, we can-at leaft be very fure what id not. How many general perfes - 
cutions does the. church record, of which there isnot the fmalleft trace? 

‘ e i What 
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What donations and charters were forged, for which thofeypoly perfons would 
- lofe their ears, if they were in this age to prefent them inthe moft common 
court. of judicature |. Yet how. long were aber ridmnelg> the ssi 
who seanenipiee, to Wi hiftory:! .... aii MESS ee ‘ 


But leans lay side “foes interefted ao ahd pa th hows far they were 
- qualified in other refpedts to tranfmit faithful memorials to pofterity, In the 
ages. 1 {peak of, the barb¢rous monkith .ages, the fhadow of learning that 
exifted’was confined to the. clergy; they generally wrote in Latin, or in verie, 
and. their. compofitions in both were. truly barbarous. The diflaculties of 
rhime, and the want of correfpondent terms. in Latin, were no fall impe- 
diments to the fevere march of truth, But there were worfe obftacles to 
encounter, Europe was in a continual ftate of warfare, Little princes and 
gregt “lords were conftantly fkirmifhing and ferambling for trifling additions 
. Siri, or wafting each others borders. Geography was very imperfed ; 
police exified; roads, fuch as they were, were dangerous; and potts were 
* got cftablifhed... Events were only known by rumour, from pilgrims, or by 
letters carried by couriers to the parties interefted : the public did not enjoy’ 
even thofe fallible vehicles of intelligence, news-papers. 'n this fituation 
did monks, at twenty, fifty, an hundred, nay a thoufand miles diftance, 
(and under the circumftances I have mentioned even twenty miles were con- 
Agsen) undertake to write oon they wrote it accordingly. 

“tt we take a furvey of our own hifory, and examine it with any attention, 
what an unfatisfactory picture dost prefent to us! How dry, how fufer- 
ficial, how ,void of #nformation !_ How little is recorded befides battles, 
plagues, and religious foundations ! ‘That this fhould be the cafe, before the 
conquett, is not furprifing.” Our empire was but forming itfelf, or re-col- 
leGting*its divided members into one mafs, which, from the defertion of the 
Remans;, had fplit into petty kingdoms. "Taek Sects BE statis Mi bis bo- 
_Fous as ourfelves, interfered with every plan of ‘policy agd order that might 

~ ‘have been formed to fettle the emerging ftates and fwarms of foreign monks 
Awere turned. loofe, upon us with their new: faith and myfteries, to ‘bewilder 
and confound. the plain good fenfe of our anceftors, It was too umtuch to have 

_ Danes, Saxons,, and Pores. to combat at once ! | 
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, One language ied as muchas our ioetini aseh ; ene emia ac- 
quiredemuch from our Roman matters, was miferably ‘disfigured by the fub- 
fequent invaders. The unconquered parts of the ifland retaiped fome'purity 
and fome. precifion, The Welfh and Erfe tongues ~wanted not harmony ; 
but never did exift a more barb&rous jargon than the dialect {till venerated by 
antiquastes, and called *Saxon, It was fo uncouth, fo inflexibletovall compo-- 
fition, that the monks, retaining the idiom, wole acini to. write in nye 
they took or meant for ane PaaS Set sy 

The Norman tyanpy . akties e and gave this Babel . case fants a 
wrench towards their own language.- Such a mixture neceflarily. required 
ages to bring it to fome ftandard : and, confequently, whatever compofitions 
were formed during its progrefs, «were fure of growing obfolete. However, 
the authors of thofe days were not likely to make thefe obvious .reflections ; 
and indeed feemed to have aimed at no one perfection. From the conqueli 
to the reign of Henry the eighth it is difficult to lifcover any, one beauty in‘ 
our writers, but their fimplicity. They old; their tale, like ftory-tellersi; 
that is, they related without art or ornament; and they. related whatever 
they teat No councils of princes, no motives of conduct, no reroter 
{prings of action, did they inveftigate or learn, We have even little light 
into the chara¢ters of the aétors. A king of an archbifhop of Canterbury are 
the only perfons with whom we,are made much acquainted, The barons are 
all reprefented as brave patriots ; but we have not the fatisfaction of knowing 
which of them were really fo; flor whether they were not all turbulent and 
ambitious, The probability is, that both kings and nobles wifhed to en- 
croach on each other: and if any {parks of liberty were ftruck out; in. all 
likelihood if was contrary to the inténtion of either the flint or the ttl 


“Hence it has been thought beceffary to give a new drefato Engtich hift 
Recorrfe has been iad to records, and they are far from te ant he 
teftimonies of our hiftorians.” Want. of | authentic materials has ‘our. 
later writers to leave the mafs pretty much as they eo it. Perhaps all the 
requifite attention that might have been be nas not “mega oo 
It demands great induftry and patience to, wa 
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| aii eeteteitin is neceMfary to ftrike light from’ their affiftdyce. If they fo- 
lemnly contradiat hiftorians in material fads, "we may lofe our hitory ; but 
itis impoflible*to adhere to ‘our hiltorians. “Partiality man‘cannot entirely 
dive bim@ifdt eer tetantitly Mat thiebint Of -s Weiter te ‘one fide or the ~ 
other vof a queftion is almoft always difeoverable. “But there is a wide dif 
ference between favouring and lying—and yet I doubt whether the’ whole 
flream of ourhjftorians, mifled by their originals, “have not falfified one 
reign in our annalé-in the groffeft manner.’ The moderns are only guilty of 
taking on truft what they ought to have examined more fcrupuloufly, as the 
authors whom they copied were all ranked on one fide i in a flagrant feafon of 
party. But no excufe can be made for the a authors, who, I doubt, 
lave’ violated hei rules of truth, ‘’ 

"The bin Sibnid which attended ‘the civil ‘war between the houfes of York 
and Lancafter, threw an obfeurity over that part of our annals, which it is 
~almoft impoffible to difpel. We have fearce any authentic monuments of the 
* réign of Edward'the fourth; and ought to read his hiftory with much dif 
truft, from the boundlefs partiality of the fucceeding writers to the oppofite 
caufe,. That diffidence fhould increafe as. we proceed to the reign of his 
eB 


» er sabaetlt to me Sind years ago, that the picture of Richard the third, as 
drawn by hiftorians, was.a character formed by prejudice and invention. I did 
not take: Shakefpeare’ 8 tragedy for a. genuing reprefentation, but I did take «he 
ftory of that reign for a tragedy of imagination. Many of the crimes imputed 
to Richard feemed improbable ; arid, what was Rtronger, contrary to his in- 
tereft. A few incidental ciittima ances corroborated my opinion ; an original 
and important infirnment was pointed out to me laft winter, which gave rife 
to the’ following theets ; ‘and as jt was eafy tg perceive, under all the glare 
of fencomiums which hiftorians. have heaped ox the wifdom of Henry the 
venth, that he was a medn and unfeeling tyrant, I fufpected that they had 
ened his rival, till Henry, by the contraft, fhonld appear ina kind of 
- dmiable light. ‘The more lexamined their try, the more I was confirmed 

in my ‘opinion :—and with regard to Hefimy, one ‘confequence I could not 
help: ‘drawing ; ‘that We have either no authentic mémorials of Richard’s 
ae “he at moft, no account of them but. from L ancaftrian hiftorians ; 
on Ses Se 4 . whereas 
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whereas the vicesfand injuftice of Henry-are, though palliated; avowed by 
the concurrent te imony of his panegyrifts.. Sufpicions and calumny were 
faftened on Richard as fo many aflaffinations, The murders committed by 
™ Henry were indeed executions—and executfons pafs for prudence with pru- 
edent hiftorians ; for when a fuccefsful king is chief- Bdolnys 2 a ap become 
a voluntary j jury. # 6 age. 


If I do not flatter mytetf I have unravelled a: cinitoaiee ask of that datk 
period. Whether fatisfactorily or not, my readers muft decide. Nor is it 
of any ifmportance whether I have or not. The attempt was mere matter of 
curiofity and fpeculation¢ If any man, as idle as myfelf, fhould take the 
trouble to review and canvafs my arguments, Iam ready to yield fo indif- 
ferent a point to better reafons. Should declamation alone be ufed to contra~ 


di& me, I hall not think I am lefs in the right. . { 
Nov. 28th, 1767. ; 1s Xi . 
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“HERE is isa a kind. of sa faperfition, batich ts imen ve @apt t 

from habit, and which | awe birt look! ‘ont! any attempt towards | 
fhaking. their belief i in any, eftablithe chara acters, © mat r whether good or 
bad, sabia rc aay be ar ned t fae f theit firl 
impreflions, an are equall fended any én ation, whether the erfon, 
whofe charaéter i ds to "pe tailed ot deprefled, - patriot or ul, ‘pe or 
finer. ~ No indulgence is ial te hole bei would afeertain the truth, 
| The more’ the teftimonies.on ¢ither weeks ui tarash the fironger 


fe vie Sos NEE a ok 
= 2s 2 ae 

















ESSE Pt eT oS 





is the co ion ; though it-ge eral “evidence is 
wondrov fle det, and: that ihe namber of i ges copied one an- 
other ; or, what is worfe, have Nn ded S orig nal without any new 
eS | ent fo groun e reds and in ‘mere 
aay riofity, | t were ridiculous: any de ay aaa? If time 
brings’ mew materials to light, i sn oa Gone ira what | 
does it fignify’ that we have been. ree 4 hired indred_ years’ under an t 
error? er reget 4 dar rl ;? Doss h lie} become . venerable ° i 
from-its age? | uy ee Privy SiS i 
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Hifotic juice is die to all chatacters. Who pail not vindicate Henry 

the eighth or Charles the fecond, if found to be falfely tradueed ? Why then 

*\not Richard the third? Of what importance fs it to any man living, whether 

or not he was as bad as he ‘is teprefented? No: one noble fainily i is {prung 
from him. . ie ‘ 

However, not to difturb too much the erudition of thofe who have read 
the difmal ftory of his cruelties}*and fettled their ideas of his tyranny and 
ufurpation, I declare I am/not going to write a vindication of him. All I 
mean to fhow is, that though he may have been as execrable as we are told 
he was, we have little or no ‘eafon to believe fo. If the propenfity of habit 

. fhould flill incline a fingle man to /uppo/e that all he has read of Richard ‘is 
true, I beg no more,-thaw that that perfon would be fo impartial as to own 
that he has little or n6 foundation for fuppofing fo. # 

I will ftate the lift of ‘the crimes charged on Richard; I will fpecify the ° 
authorities on which he was accufed; I will give a faithful avcount of the 
hiftorians by whom he-was accufed; and will then examine the circum- 
ftances of each crime and each evidened 4 and, laftly, thow that fome of the 
crimes were contrary to Richard’s reaerelts and almoft all inconfiftent with 
probability or with dates, and fome of them involved in material contra~. 
dictions. 


‘ Suppofed crimes-of Richard the third. 


sft. His murder of Edward prince of Wales, fon oe Henry the fixth. 

2d, His murder of Henry the fixth. 

3d. The murder of his brother George duke of Clarence. 

4th. The execution of Riyers, Gray, and: Vaughan, 

5th. The execution of loyd Haftings, : 

6th. The murdet of Edward the fifth’ and his brother. ip 
7th. The murder of his own queen, alt el RE 


To whichemay be added, as they are thrown into the lift to blacken him, 
his intended match with his own niece Elizabeth, the penance of a. apres. 
and his own perfonal deformities, ; 

j . hy 2 Of 
‘ | 
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a Of the murder of Edward prince ‘of E Wales, beint Henry the fixth? 


Edward the eth had indubitably the hereditary. rightyto the crown ; 
which he purfued with fingular bravery and addrefs, and.with all the arts of a 
politician and the eruclty ofa conqueror. Indeed of ricither fide do there 
feem to have been any foruples : Yorkifts and Lancaftrians, Edward anéMar- 
garet_of Anjou,.entered into any engagements, took any oaths, violated them, 
and sindulged their revenge, as often as they were deprefled or victorious. 
After. the battle of Tewkfbury, in which Margaret and her fon were made 
prifoners, young Edward was brought to the prefence of Edward the fourth ; 
“ But after the king,” fays Fabian, the oldeft hiftowian of thofe times, ** had 
queftioned. with the faid fir Edwarde, and he had anfwered unto hyn con- 
trary his *pleafure, he. then ftrake him with his gauntlet upon the face ;)after 
which fuake, fo by him received, he was by the kynges ferwants incontinently 
flaine.” The Chronicle of Croyland of the fame date fays, the eee was 
flain “ ultricibus quorundam manibus ;” but names ndbody. 


“Hall, who clofes his eek with the reign of Henry. the eighth, fays, that 
* The prince beyinge. bold of ftomache and of a goed courage, anfwered the 
king’s queftion (of how he durft fo prefumptuouily enter into his realme with 
banner difplayed) faiynge, To recover my father’s kingdome and enheritage, 
&c, at which wordes kyng Edward faid nothing, but with his hand thruft 
him from him, or, as fome fay, ftroke him with his gauntlet, whome incons, 
tinent, they that ftode about, which were ‘Geofge duke of Clarence, Richard 
duke of Gloucefter, Thorhas marques Dorfet (fon of queen Elizabeth Wid- 
ville) and. William lord Haftynges, fodainly murthered and pitioully -man- 
quelled,” “Thus much had, the ftory gaind from the time of Fabian to that 
of Hall, © ; 
i a bik ge ‘ 
Hollingthed repeats thefe very words, sabthaeeatly is a feantctiber and tio 
new me: i % 
. ° 
John Stowe reverts to Fabian’s account, as the only one not grgunded on 
hearfay, and a irms no more, than that the king cruelly {mote the young 
prince on the fa with his gauntlet, and after his fervants flew him. 
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Of modern’ hiflorians, Rapin and Carte, the only two who feem not to 
have fwallowed implicitly all the vulgar tales propagated by the Lancaftrians 
to bjacken the houfe of York, warn us to read with allowance the exag- 
gerated relations of thofe times. Phe latter fufpeds, that, at the diffolution 

. of the monafteries all evidences were fuppreffed that tended to weaken the 
right of the prince én the throne; but as Henry the eighth concentred in 
himfgdf both the claam of Edward the Yourth and that ridiculous one of 
Henry the feventh, he feems to. have had lefs occafion to be anxious left the 

, truth fhould come out; and indeed his father had involved that truth in fo. 
rouch darknefs, that it was little likely to force its way. Nor was it necef= 
fary then to load the memory of Richard the third, who had left no off- 
{pring. Henry the eighth had no competitor to fear but the defcendants of 
Clarence, of whom he feemsto have had fufficient apprehenfion, as appeared 
by his murder of the old cougtefs of Salifbury, daughter of Clarence,’ and 
his endeavours to goot out her pofterity. This jealoufy accounts for Hall 
charging the duke of Clarence, as well as the duke of Gloucefter, with the 
murder of pritice Edwatd. But in accufations of fo deep a dye, itis not fuf- 
ficient ground for our belief, that an hiftorian reports them with fuch a fri- 
volous palliative as that phrafe, as fome fay. A cotemporary names the king’s 

fervants as perpetrators of the murder : is not that more probable, than thad 
the king’s own brothers fhould have dipped their hands i in fo foul an affaffina- 
tion? Richard, in particular, is allowed on all hands to have been a brave 
and martial prince: he had great fhare in the victory at Tewkibury: fome 
 kiae afterwards he commanded his brother’s troops in Scotland, and made 

imfelf mafter of Edinburgh. ¢ At the battle of Bofworth, where he. fell, his 
courage was heroic: he fought Richmond, and engeavoured to decide their. 
quarrel by a perfonal combat, flaying fir William Brandon, his rival’s ftand- 
ard-bearer, with his own hand, and felling to the ground fir John Cheney,, 
who endeavoured to oppofe his fury. Such men may be carried by ambi- 
tion to command the ex ecytion of thofewho ftand in their way ; but are not 
likely to lend their hand,*in cold blood, to a bafe, and, to. themfelves, ufe- 

‘lefs .affaffination. How did it import Richard in what manner the young 
prince was put to death? [f he had fo early planned the ambitious defigns 
aferibed to him, he might have trufted to his brother Edward, fo much 
more immediately concerned, that the young prince would not be fpared. If 

‘thofe views did not, as is probable, take root in his heart till long after- 
wards, what jntereft had Richard to murder an unhappy young ‘prince 7 

is 
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This crime therefore was fo unneceffary, and is fo far from being eftablifhed 


by any authority, that he deferves to be entirely acquitted of it. 
e 


Ul. The murder of Henry the fixth, 


This charge, no better fupported, than the preceding, i is fill more impro- 
bable. “ Of the death of this prince, Henry the fixth,” fays Fabian,*s di- 
vers tales wertold. But the moft common fame went, that he was fticken 
* with a dagger by the handes of the duke of Gloceter.” . 

The author of the Continuation of the Chronicle of Croyland fays only, 
that the body of king Henry was found lifelef¢ (exanime) in the Tower. 
“ Parcat Deus,” adds he, “ & {patium poenitentia ei donet, guicungue facri- 
legas manus in chriftum Domini aufus eftimmfittere. Unde et agens tyranni, 
patienfque gloriofi martyris titulum mereatur.” The praytr for the murderer, 
that he may live to repent, proves that the paflage was written immetliately 
after the murder was committed. ‘That the affaffin deferved the appellation 
of tyrant, evinces that the hiftorian’s fufpicions went high; but as he calls 
him guicungue, and as we are uncertain whether he wrote before the death 
of Edward the fourth, or between his death and that of Richard the third, we 
cannot afcertain which of the brothers he meant. In ftri€t conftruction he 
fhould mean Edward, becaufe, as h@ is {peaking of Henry’s death, Richard, 
then only duke of Gloucefter, could not properly be called a tyrant. But as 
monks were not good grammatical critics, I hall lay no ftrefs on this objecs 
tiop. Ido think he alluded to Richard ; having treated him feverely in the 
fubfequent part of his hiftory, and Revie a true monkith partiality to Ed- 
ward, whofe cruelty and vices he flightly noticed, in favour to that monarch’s 
feverity to heretics and ecclefiaftic expiations, “ Is princeps, licet diebus 
fuis cupiditatibus 8 luxui nimis intemperanter indulfiffe credatur, in fide 
tamen catholicus fummé, hereticorum feveriflimudhoftis, fapientium & doc- 
torum hominum clericorumqte promotor amantiflimus, facfamentorum ectle- 
fiz devotifimus venerator, peccatorumque fuorum omnium pcenitentiflimus 
fuit.” That monfter Philip the fecond poffefled juft the fame virtues. Still, 
I fay, let the monk fufpect whom he would, if Henry was foung dead, the 
monk was not likely to know who murdered him—and if he did, he has not 
told us, 
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F edalmdigi fect croune, was now in the Tower of London fpoyled of 


“his tife and all worldly felicite: by Richard*duke of Gloucefter (as the con~— 
« ftant fame ranne ) whigh, to thintent that king Edward his brother fhould. be 


» clere out of al fecret fufpicyon of fuddeg invafien, murthered the faid king 


with % dagger.” Whatever Richard was, it {cems he was a moft excellent 
and kind-hearted brother, aid ferupled not on any occafion to be the Jack _ 
Ketch of the times. We thall {ee him foon (if the evidence were to be be- 
Jieved)* perform the’ fame ‘friendly office for Edward on their brother Cla- 
‘rence. And we muft admire that he, whofe dagger wasfo flefhed in murder 
for the fervice of another, fhould be fo put to it to find the means of making 
away with his nephews, whofe deaths were confiderably ‘more ‘effential to. 
him. But can this accufation be allowed gravely? If Richard afpired to the 
crown, whofe whofe conduct during Edward’s reign was a feene, as we are 
told, of plaufibility and decortim, would he officioufly and unneceflarily have 
taken on himfelf the odium of flaying a faint-like monarch, adoréd by the 
people? Was ‘it his intereft to fave Edward’s charaCter at the expence-of his 
own? Did Henry ftand in dis way, depofed, imprifoned, and now cbildlefs ? 
The blind and indiferiminate zeal with which every crime committed in that 
bloody age was placed to Richard’s account, makes it greatly probable, that 
intereft of party had more hand than truth in drawing his pi@ure. Other 


- eruelties, which I fhall mention, and to which we know his motives, he cer- 


tainly commanded; nor am I defirous'to purge him where I find. him guilty : 

but mob-ftories ‘or Laricaftrian forgeries ought to, be rejected from fober 

hiftory ; ; nor can they be repeated, without exponen the x writer. to ‘the i aape 
tation of weeknefs and — credylity. ' 


3 ick ‘ 


) a gt ae The murder of his brother Clarence. 


4 
= the examinftion of this ante, I fhall fet afide our + hiftorians eesen: 
gafliping narratives; as we have feen, deferve little regard) becaufe we have 


“better authority to dire ourtengquiries ; and this is, the attainder of the’ duke 


-of Clarence, as it is fet forth jn the Parliamentary Hiftory ‘(copied indeed. 
from Habington’s Life of Edward the fourth), and bythe editors: of that hit 
og juitly aupipoled to be taken from Stowe,, who had oe the original “pill 

nde of 


° tke 


















f attainder, The eS ean papery 
"enumerated, a d even: . ‘sand necromancers ; a charge, 
ho er aliftrd et often made ufe of in that age. Eleanor Cobham, wife 








n Franoe it was a common charge ; and I think, fo late as the reign 
he eighth, Edward: dukgof Buckingham was faid to have confulted 
trologers and fuch like cattle, on the fucceffion of* the crown.’ Whether 
_ Glaren was 2 Ity we cannot cafily tell; for in thofe times neither the pub- 

“Re: nor the prifoner were often favoured with knowing the evidence on which 
. fentence was pailed. Nor was much. information of that fort given ‘to or 
afked by parliament. itfelf, previous. to bills of attainder. ‘Fhe duke of Gla- 
‘wén¢e appears to have been at once a weak, velatile, injudicious, and ambi- 
tious man.» He had abandoned his brother Edward, had efpoufed the daugh- 
ter of Warwick, the great enemy of their heufe, and had even been declared 
- fucceffor to Henry ‘the fixth anu-his fon prince Edwards. ‘Condud fo. abfurd 
“mult hitve deft. lafting impreilions on Edward's mind, not to be effaced by 
* Clarenve’s. fabfequent treachery to Henry:and Warwick... 'The’Chronicle of 
| Croyland: nigation: the Gll-humour and. difcontents,of Clarence; ‘and: all our 
authors agree, that, he kept no terms with the queen and her relations *, 
Halesigron adds, that, thefe difcontents were penalty fomented by the duke 


“s That Chronicle, wii now and thenyato? lady. ‘Glouceller was. too alert for him, and 
feldoin, is cirourfantial, gives acurious account’ difcovered’ the lady Anne in the drefs of a 
of the nvarriage “of Richard duke of Gloucefter cookmaid in’ London, and’ removed het to the 
and Anne Nevil, which L have found in: no other fan@uary of faint Martin, The brothers plgad- 

aythor'; atid which feemis to tax the envy.and ra-_ sedvea@h his caufein)perfou before their elder 
A: of Clarence as the*caufes, of the dif “brother in council; and every man, fays the au- 
se between the brothers. ‘This account, thor, admired the ftrength of their refpeaive ar- 
and from « “a, cotempotaty, is the more remark-~ “guments. The king compofed their differences, 
able, asthe dady ‘Aine is pofitivelyfaid to have “beftowed the maiden on Gloucefter, and parted 
betrothed to Edward prince. of Wales, the eftate between himand Clarence ; the count. 

ry the. fixth, ard. not. his widow, as ‘efsof W anwick, mother of the heireiies, and who 
realled by all our hiftorians, and had brought that vat wealth to the houfe of Ne- 
; ) Shakefpeare’s | ‘matterly feene. vil, remaining the only fafferer, being redufed to a 
‘Glaus regis Henrici, cui domina -ftate of abfolure neceffity, as appears from Dug- 
i b eomitis, ‘Warwici, defp znfata Wale, In fach times, under fuch defpotic difpenfa- 


310 efter defired her ‘for his ‘ofthe@ceconomy of goverament?—Note, that fir 
; o. had married the eldeft “Richard Baker is fo abflird as: to make Richard 
rwilling to\thare fo rick an inhevit- efpoufe thc lady Anne after his aceeflion, though 


brother, and concealed the roves he had a fon by her ten ygars old at _ time, ; 
” , (4) 









ke of Gloucefter, had been condemned on a parallel accu-~” 


ello de Tewkfbury occubuit.” tions, the greateft ctimes were only confequences , 


is | 


asia 
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of Gloucefter: Perhaps they were: Gloucefter cettainly kept fair with the 
queen, and profited largely by’ the forfeiture of his brother. But where jea~ 


- ofan hiftorian; and though he may 


loufies are fecretly fomented ina court, they feldom come to the knowledge 
have guefled right from collateral cir 


‘oumftances," thefe infnuations are mere gratis difta, and ean only be treated 
as furmifes *. Hall, Hollingthed, and Stgwe, fay not a word of Richard 
being Sie perfon who put the fentence in execution; but, on the contrary, — 
they all fay he openly refifted the murder of Ghateiise® all too record another 
circumftance, which is perfeétly ridiculous, that Clarence was drowned in a 
bartel or*butt of malmfey. Whoever can believe that a butt of wine was the 
engine of his death, may believe that Richard helped him into it, and kept 
him down till he was fuffocited. But the ftrong evidence on which Richard 
muft be acquitted, and indeed even of having contributed to his death, was 
the teftimony of Edward himfelf. Being fome time afterward folicited to 
pardon a notorious cfiminal, the king’s conftience broke forth: “ Unhappy 
) brother 1” cried ge, “ for;whom no man would interceed—yet ye can all be 
interceffors for a villain ! > If’ Richard had been inftigator or executioner, it 
is not likely that the king would have affumed the whole mercilefs criminality 
to himfelf, without beftowing a due thare on his brother Gloucefter. Is. i 
poflible to renew the charge, ‘and not recollect this acquittal t 3 


The three preceding accufations are evidently uncertain and improbable. 
What follows is more obfcure; and it is on the enfuing tranfaGtions that I ven- 
ture to pronounce that we have little or no authority on which to form pofitive 
‘conclufions. «I {peak more particularly of the deaths of Edward the fifth and 
his brother. Tt ‘will, I think, appear very problematic whether they were 
murdered or not: and even if they were murdered, it is impoffible to believe 
the account as fabricated and’ divulged by Henry the feventh, on whofe tefti- 
mony the murder muft reft at lat ; for they who {peak moft pdtkively, revert 

to ne ftory which ms was pleated: to publith es years after their fuppofed 


EN, The Chronicle rox quoted afferts, that the 
oui of the houfe of commons demanded the. 
xecution of Clarence. Is it credible that on a 

ding fo public and fo folemn for that age, 

ha brother of the offended monarch and of the 
royal criminal fhould have been deputed, or 
would have ftoeped tp fo vile an office? On fuch 


e 


occafions ae arbitrary princes want tools ? Was 
Edward’s court fo virtuous or. fo humane, that it 
could furnith no affailin but the firft prince of the 
blood ? When the houfe of commons undertook 
to colour the king’s refentment, was every mem~- 
ber of it too fcrupulous to Jend his hand to the 
deed ? 


deaths, 
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deaths, and. which is fo. abfurd, fa incoherent, and fo repugnant to dates and 
other facts, that, as it.is no longer neceffary to pay court to his majefty, tt is no 
- longer neceflary not to treat his affertions as an impudent fi@ion. J come 
. - direétly, to this point, becaufe the intervening articles of the exechtion. of, 
Rivers, Gray, ae and So, will. naturally find hee pines in that 
difquifition. ee i ‘ 
» Res oo” at %. 

~ And here it will be i important to examine thofe hiftorians on wrhiolas relation 
the fiory firft depends. Previous to this I mutt afcertain one or,two dates, 
for they are flubborn evidence and.cannot be rejected: they exit every where, 

and cannot be profcribed even from a court ene 4 


‘Edward the fourth died April gth, 1483. 
” Edward, his eldeft fon, was then thirtden years of age. 
. Richard, duke of York, his fecond fon, was then. aboutinines. 


+ We have but two cotemporary hiltosinabe the. Suthor of the Chronicle of 
Croyland, and John Fabian. The firft, who. wrote: in his convent, and 
only mentioned incidentally affairs of ftate, is very barren and concife: he 
appears indeed not to have been ill informed, and fometimes even in a fitua- 
tion of perfonally knowing the tranfactions of the times ;. for in one place we 
are told in a marginal note, that tke doétor of the canon law, and one of the 
king’ s counfellors, who was fent to Calais,.was the author of the Continua- 
tion, Whenever therefore:his aflertions are pofitive, and not merely flying 
reports, he ought to be admitted as fair evfdence, fince we have no better. 
And yet a monk who bufies himfelf in. recording the infignificant events of 
his own order or monaftery, and who:was.at moft occafionally made ufe of, 
‘was not likely to know the moft. impoftant and moft myfterious fecrets of. 
ftate; 1 mean, as he was not employed i in thofe iniquitous tranfa@ions—If he" 
had been, we fhould learn, or might expect ftill Jefs truth from him, 

° ° 
John. Fabian was a: sitianaliot and had been theriff of London, and died in 
1512: he-canfequently lived on the {pot at that very interefting period. Yet 
no fheriff was ever lef qualified to write a hiftory of England. Jiis narrative _ 
is dry, uncircumftantial, and unimportant ; he mentions the deaths of princes 
and revolutions: 4 government, with the fame phlegm a brevity as - 
r ° _ wou 





would {peak of ae appointment of shee cians 2K, rae! not sass eS a 
partiality, orto decry the fimple man as crofling my opinion 5. for Febian’s. 
teftimogy is far from bearing hard againft Richard,.even though he wrote “a 


winder Henry the feventh, who would have fuffered no apology for, his: tival,  » 


and whofe reign was employed not only in-extirpating the houfe of York, 
but in forging. the moft,4trocious calumnies to blacken their memories, and 
invalidage their juft claim, . ae : 
But the great fource from Mined all ie! hiniaidss have aaee their me 
terials forethe reign of Richard the third, is fir Thomas More, Grafton, 
the next in: order, has copied him verbatim; fo does Hollingthed—and we 
are-told:by the former in a rearginal note, that fir Thomas was under-theriff 
of London when he compofed his work. It is in truth a compolition, and a 
- very beautifal one.” He was the in the vigour of his fancy, and fret from: 
the ftudy of the Greels and Roman hiftorians, whofe manner he has imitated 
in diverssimaginary orations, They ferve to lengthen an unknown hiftory of 
little more than two months: into a pretty fizeable volume }. butvare no more.« 
to be received as genuine, than the fads they are adduced to countenance. 
An under-theriff of London, aged but ‘twenty-eight, and recently marked - 
with the difpleafure of the crown, was not likely to be furnifhed with ma- ~ 
terials from afhy high authority, and could not receive them from the beft 
authority,“I mean the adverfe party, whe were profcribed, and all their 
chiefs banifhed or put to death. Let us again recur to dates *. “Sir Thomas» 
Moye ‘was born in 1480: he was appointed under-theriff in 1 1508, and three 
years before had offended Henry the fevetth i in the tender point’ of. oppofing . 
a fubfidy. Buck, the apologift of! Richard the thind, ‘aferibes the authorities 
of fir Thomas to the information of archbifhop Morton; and it is true that 
he had been"brought up under that prelate ; but Moreen’ died in 1500, when 
fir Thomas was but twenty years old, and when he had fearce. thought of | 
writing hiftory. What nsaterials he had gathered’ from’ his mafter were pro= _ 
bably nothing moré than a general narrative of she preceding times in dif- 
courfe at dinner or in a winter’s evening, if fo raw-a youth can be fuppofed i 
to have been admitted to famiKarity with a prelate | of that rank and prime 
‘minifter. Buy granting that fuch pregnant ‘parts ‘as More's had leaped the 
barrier’ . dignity, and infinuated. himfelf j into the: archbithop" 's favour ; ; could ) 
Vide Biog. Britannica, p- dis9. ie ee 


c 





- to plant a baftard feion ore acpicad: “Of all men ‘ving ehere-tould not be 
* more fufpicious teftimeny than’ the prelate’s, except the king’s; and hid the 
archbifhop feleéted More for the hiftotian of thofe dark fcenes; who had {o , 
much intereft to. blacken Richard, as the man who‘had rife to be prime 
aninifter to his rival? Take it" ioral Ore either way, thas the arehbifhop did 
or did not pitch on a young man of twenty to write ms aney hin autho- 
Rar was as aig as could be. 

x ‘may. e: faid, on ae ale hand, that fir Tlidiase, “we ote had Gnatied for 
his boldnefs (for his father, a ide of the kings bench, had been impri- 
foned and fined for his fon’s offence), had had little inducement to flatter the 
Lancaftr@n caufe.* It is very true; nor am'I dnclined to impute adulation to 
one of the honefteft ftatefmen and brighteft names in onsannals.. He who 
feorned to fave his life by bending to the will-of the fon, was not likely to 
canvafs the favour of the father, by proftituting his peh to the ‘humour of the 
court.» I take-the truth to be, that fir Thomas wrote his Reign of Edward 

“the fifth as he wrote his Utopia ; to amufe his leifure and exercife his fancy. 
He took up a paltry canvas, and embroidered it with a flowing defign as his 
imagination fuggefted the colours. ‘I fhould deal more feverely with his 
re{pected memory on any other*hypethefis. He has been guilty of fuch pal- 
pable and material falfehoods, as, while they deftroy his credit as an hiftorian, 
would reproach his veracity as a man, if we could i impute them to premedi- 
tated. perverfion of truth, and not to youthful ¢evity and i inaccuracy. Stand- 


‘ ing as they do, the fole ground-work of that reign’s hiftory, I am quthorized 


to pronoynce: the work, invention and romauce. 


Polidote Virgil, a foreigner, aa gas Of a light Latin hiftory, was ihe 
during the reigns of Henry the feventh and eighth. I may quote him now- 
and-then, and the Chronicle of Croyland ; but neither furnithes us with much 
light. ir merece 

~ There, Ging foreign _ writer in that pes of fet greater authorityy.. 
whofe negligent fimplicity and veracity are utiqueftionable ; who “had great 
opportunities of Miowioe, our pasty: ® and whofe renee | is corroborated by 

Voulh Ro * "our 
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our yecords : IT mean Philip de Comines.-. He and Buck agree with ‘aieie 
other, and with the rolls = Migs aly fir Thomas More igen none of them. 
ahi al 

“Back, fs long exptoamt: aa lave of: apkbacics: and as an j siivocate: fora: 
wmontter, ‘gains new credit the deeper this dark fcene is fathomed. Undoubt- 
edly Buck has gone tdo far; nor are his ftyle gnd method to be admired. 
Withevery intention of vindicating’ Richtrd, +he does but authenticate his 
crimes, by fearching in’ other ftory for parallel inflances, of what he, calls 
policy. No doubt politicians will acquit Richard, if confeffion of his crimes 
be'pleaded in defence of them. Policy will juftify his taking off opponénts. 
Policy will maintain him in removing thofe who would have barred his ‘ob- 
taining the crown, wheth@: he thought he hada right to it, or was deter- 
mined to obtain it. Morality, efpecially in the latter cafe, cannot take his 
part. I thall fpeak more to this immediately. Rapin conceived: doubts ; 
but, inftead of purfying them, wandered after judgments ; and they will lead 
a man wherever he has a mind to be led. Carte, with more manly fhrewd- 
nefs, has fifted‘many parts of Richard’s ftory, and gueffed happily. My part 
has lefs penetration ; but the Parliamentary Hiftory, the comparifon of dates, 
and the authentic monument lately come to light, and from which I ‘hall 
give extraéts, have convinced me, that if Buck is too favourable, all our 
other hiftorians are blind guides, and have not made out a twentieth part of 
their aflertions. 4 


The ftory of Edward» the fifth is thus belated by fir Thomas 2 Mote and 
copied from him by all our hiftorians. 


When the king his father died, the prince kept his court at Tudlow, un- 
der the tuition of his maternal uncle Anthony earl Rivers. Richard duke of 
Gloucefter was in the north, retufning from his fuccefsful expedition againft _ 
the Scots. The queen wrote inftantly to her brother to bring up the young 
King to London, with a train of two thoufand horfe: a fa& allowed by hif- 
towians, and whwh, whether a prudent cautioneor not, was the firft overt-act 
of the new reign; and likely to ftrike, as it did ftrike, the duke of Glou- 
» cefter and the ancient nobility with a jealoufy,,that the queen intended to 
exclude them from the adminiftration, and to govern in concert with her 
own family. It is not improper to obferve, that no precedent authorized her 
to aflume fuch power. Joan, princefs dowager of Wales, and widow of the 

‘ =" » black 
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black prince, had no fhare in the government during the minority of her fon 
Richard the fecond. » Catharine of Valois, widow of Henry the fifth,” was 
alike excluded from the regency, though her fon was but a year old. ¢And 
’ Gf Mabella governed on the depofftion o Edward the fecond, it was ‘by an 


ufurped power, by the fame power that had contributed to detent her huf-, 


band; a power fanctified by, no title, and confirmed by’ no act of parliament*. 
The firkt ftep to a female regency +e ena¢ted, though it never took ues was 
, meaty years aherwards, in the reign of Henry the eighth. | 


Edward, on his death-bed, had patched up a ‘reconciliation. between his 
wife’s kindred and the great lords of the court ; particularly between the 
marquis Dorfet, the queen’s fon, and the lord chamberlain Haftings. | Yet 
whether the difgufted lords had only feemed to yield, to fatisfy the dying 
king, orewhether the fteps taken by the queen gave them new caufe of um~ 
brage, it appears that the duke of Buckingham was the £rft to communicate 
his fufpicions to Gloucefter, and to dedicate himfelf to his fervice. Lord 
Haftings was {carce lefs forward to join in like meafifres: and all three; it is 
pretended, were fo alert, that they contrived to have it infinuated to the 
queen, that it would give much offence if the young king fhould: be brought 


to London with fo.great a force as fhe had ordered ; on which fuggeftions a Ma | 


wrote to lord Rivers to countermand her firft Jiregtions: 


Itis difficult not to fufped, that our hiftorians have imagined more plot- 
ting in this tranfaGtion than could eafily be compafled in fo fhort a period, 
and in an age when no communication could be carried on but by fpecidl 
meffengers, in bad roadsy and with no relays of poft-horfes. 


Edward the fourth died April oth, and his fon made his entrance into 

* London { May 4th. It is not probable that the queen communicated. her 
direGtions for bringing up her fon with an armed force to the lords of the 
council, and her newly reconciled enemies. But the might be betrayed. 
Still it required fome time “for Buckingham to fend his fervant Percival 


-* Twelve guardians were appointed by par- for not ob¢ying a fummons to parliament. Vie 
liament, and the earl of Lancalter entrufted Parliam. Hif. vol.1, p. 208,215.” 
with the care of the king’s perfon, The latter - + Vide the act of fucceffion in Parliam. Hitt. 
being excluded from exercifing his charge by vol. 3, p. 127. 
fie quecn and Mortimer, gave that as areafon — ¢ Fabian. 

Re , (though 
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Si 3 tie he Kini 18 More vaunte lis expediti on) to York, where the duke ie 
{ a jucefler then lay *; 5 for Perciyal’s return (it mult be obferved too that the 


“Buckingham Wa in, Wales, confequently did not’ léarn the: ’y 


Gelins Upon the fpot, but either reeeived the account from’ Londoner 


dearnt it from Ludlow); for the two dukes to fend inflructions’ to. their 
confederates i in London ; for the’ impreffign to be made on the queen, and for 
“her difpatching her edunter-ostlers ; for Percival to poft back ‘and meet 'Glou- 
‘cefter at Nottingham, and for returning thence and bringing his mafter 
Buckingham to meet Richard at Northampton, at the very time of the king’s’ 
arrival there. All this might happen, undoubtedly ; and yet who will be- 
lieve, that fuch myfterious and rapid negotiations came to the knowledge of 
fir Thomas More twenty-five years afterwards, when, as ‘it will appear, he 
knew nothing | of very cae and public facts that’ happened at the fame 


period ? 


é 
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But whether the circumftances are true, or whether artfully imagined, it 
is certain that the king witha {mall force arrived at Northampton, and thence 
proceeded to Stony Stratford. Earl Rivers remained at Northampton, where 
he was cajoled by the two diikes till the time of reft, when. the gates’ of the 


» inn were fuddenly locked, and the earl made prifoner. Early in the morn- 
~ ing the two dukes haftened to Stony Stratford, where in the king’s préfence 


they picked a quartel with his’ other half-brother’ the lord Richard \Gtey, 
accufing him, the marquis Dorfet, and their uncle Rivers, ‘of ambitious and 
hoftile defigns, to which end the marquis had entered the Tower, taken 
treafure ea and fent a force to fea, by! ; eC Ca 


eee es " 


“ Theft things, fays fir Thomas, the dukes knew: were Aales ey ae’ ‘and 
neceffary purpofes, and by appointment of the council; but fomewhat they mu/t 
Say.” ”. As fir ‘Thomas has not been pleafed to {pecify. thofe purpofes, and as.” 
in thofe times at leaft privy councillors were exceedingly complaifant to the 
ruling powers, ha muft allow us to doubt whether the purpofes ey the vee s 


_ * It thould be remarked too, that the dukeof to folemnizé a funétal: 6h » but ‘hiureery 
Gloucefter is pofitively faid to be celébrating his - scircumf{tanee ‘takes off from the probability of 
brother’s obfequics there. It not only flrikes off Richard haying as yet laid any plan for difpof. 
part of the term by allowing the neceflary time . feffing his nephew. ‘Would he have. loitered: at 
for the news of king Edward’s ‘death to reach’ “York at fuch aerifis, if "4 had sath ‘to.ftep: 
York, and for the Preparations to be made there into the meee t ’ eg 


: Lar ~ relations 









own, ‘by rifts, The d 
piv firtt mee of the blood : i 8 cénitifution point 
no will, no difpofition of the late king was even alleged t 





bar his ation 


fions : he had ferved the -flate with bravery, fuccefs and. fidelity ; 3 and the 


queen herfelf, who had been infulted by Clarence, had had. no-caufe to.com- 
plain of Gloucefter. Yet all her condu& intimated deligns of governing by 
force in the name of her fon *. If thefe fats are. impartially fated, and 
grounded. on the confeffion of thal who inveigh moft bitterly. again(t Ri- 
chard’s ‘memory, let us allow that at leaft thus far he agted.as moft princes 
awould have Bones in his fituation, in.a laylefs. and barbarous age; and rather 
, than from any before-conceiyél ambitton and fyftem, 





: If the Journtebbol! Percival are true, Buckingham was,the devil, that ‘tempted — 
Richard; and if}Richard: fill wanted inftigation, then it mui follow, that 


) hé had Not murdered Henry | the fixth, his. fon; and Clarence, tO pave. his 





“own way to the crown. If this fine Rory of Buckingham and Percival is not 


true, what wae gprs 8 eyon on which fig male ae. 
leans? it Sinise i ag apes MM ieee tt 


ie Richard, eat ankle: and fig Richard ieee were pee 
and, with Jord Rivers, fenkigrifinaers, to Pomfret, while the dukes conduéted 
the king by. dee ftages bide, a. gaa 


eh: Bre, I meres what. esi took casi at Wetter, 


. ; Cay as» the fame place it appears, that the cepagidtatiated 
was a re of kinne unto the qi He, fo was. to diffuade the queen from employing force was, 
ne ere about the prince.” p. 761: and. that it would be a of the accommodhtion 
762, * the. duke of Gloucefter under- made by the late king between her relations and 
at the Jordes, which were about the the great lerds : ana fo undoubtedly it was: and 
toring hin up tohis. coronation, though they areaccufed of wiolating the peace, 
‘power of th friendes, it is plain that the queen’s infin@erity had been 
for him, to bring his pur- ‘at lealt equal to theirs, and thatthe infringement: 
herying and affemble of of the reconciliation commenced on her fides 


ro aaa &c. Iq . 
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with her other fon the duke of York, and the princeffes. her daughters, » 
Rothéram, archbithop of York and jord-chancellor, repaired to her with the 

great {eal, and endeavoured to comfort her difmay with a friendly »meflage he 

had received from Haftings, who was ‘with the confederate lords on the road. 

+A woe worth him!” quoth the queen, “for it is be that goeth about to 

deftroy me and my blood !” Not a word is faid of her fufpecting the duke of 
Gloucefter. The archhifhop feems to have Been the firft who-entertained any 

fufpicion ; and yet, if all that our hiftorian fays of him is true, Rotheram 
was far from being a fhrewd man: witnefs the indifcreet.anfwer which heis |‘ 
faid to have made on this occafion. “ Madam,” quoth he, “ be of good com- 
fort, and affure you, if they crown any other king than your fon whom they 
now have, we fhall on the morrow crown his brother whom you have here 
with you.” Did the filly prelate think that it would be much confolation to 
a mother, whofe eldeft fon might be murthered, that her younger fow would 
be crowned in prifon? Or was the to be fatisfied with feeing one fon entitled 
to the crown, and the oiet enjoying it nominally ? 


He then delivered the feal to the queen, and as lightly fent for it : back im~ 
mediately after. 


‘The dukes continued their ‘eiaxdh, ictal they were bidiging the king 
to his coronation, Haftings, who feems to have preceded them, endeavoured 


_ to pacify the apprehenfions which had been raifed in the people, acquainting 


them that the arrefted lords had been imprifoned for plotting againit the 
dtikes of Gloucefter and Buckingham. As both thofe princes were of the 
blood royal *, this ‘accufation was not ill founded, it having’ evidently been 


* Henry duke of Buckingham was the imme-_ ftock ives of Gloucefter, the youngeft on of 
diate defcendant aud heir of Thomas of Wood- Edward the gra: a, a appear by this table : 
Thomas duke of Gloucefter. 


ee Anne-——-——Edmund carl t ataffor 
ee | © Sole dr. and heirefs. | ies abe te 
Humphrey duke of Bucks. - 


Humphtey lord Stafford. 
“ Henry duke of Bucks. ; : 
‘It is plain that Buckingham was influenced.” fifter he had married. Henry the cighth did not 


Fi this nearnefs to the crown; for it made him overlook the proximity of blood, when he after- 
verlook his own alliance with the queen, whofe wards put to death the fon ofthis duke. 
‘ 4 J aj 





the 


‘ 





oe 2 #, me " i * AERA | 
“AND” REIGN oF KING ; RICHARD. im. 127 


the toes as I have fhown; to bar them ‘from any hare in the adminiftras : 
tion, to which, bythe cuftom of -the realm, they were entitled. So much | 
depends on this foundation, that I thall be excufed from enforcing it.» The _ 
queen’s party were the aggreffors; and*though that alone would not jultify all 
the following exceffes, yet we muft not judge of thofe times by the prefent, 
Neither the crown nor the great _men were reftraified by fober eftablithed 
forms and proceedings as they aré at prefent ;. and fron. the death of Kdward 
the third, force alone had dictated. Henry the fourth had ftepped into the 


_ throne contrary to. all juftice. A title fo defediive had opened. door to.at- 


tempts as violent ; and the various innovations introduced i in the Jatter years 


of Henry the fixth had annihilated all ideas of order. Richard duke of York 


had been declared’ fucceffor to the crown duringghe life of Henry and of his 
fon prince Edward, and, as appears by. the Parliamentary Hiftory, though 
not: nosiced by our carelefs hiftorians, was ¢ven appointed prince of Wales, 
The duke of Clarence had received much fuch another declaration in his fa- 
-vour during the fhort reftoration of Henry. What temptations were thefe 


«precedents to an affronted prince! We thall fee {6on what encouragement 
: they gave him, to. examine clofely into his nephew’s ‘pretenfions ; and how 
imprudent it was in the queen to provoke Gloucefter, wher her very exift- 


ence as queen was liable to {trong obje@tions. Nor ought the fubfequent ex- 

ecutions of lord Rivers, lord Richard Grey, and of lord Haftings himfelf, to 
be. confidered i in fo very flrong a light, as they would appear in’ if acted in. 
modern times... During the wars of York and Lancafter, no forms of trial 
had been obferved. Not only peers taken in battle had been put to death 
without procefs, but whoever, though not. arms, was made’ prifoner by: 
the vidtorious party, underwent the fame fate; as was the cafe of Tiptoft® 
earl of Worcelter, who had fled and was taken in difguife.. Trials had never 
been ufed with any degree of ftrictnefs,eas at prefent; and though Richard" 


‘was purfued and killed as an ufurper, the Solomon that, fucceeded*him was 


not a jot lefs. a tyrant, “ Henry the eighth was flill lefs of a temper-to give ’ 


, greater latittide to'the laws,, In fact, little ceremony or jgdicial’ proceging : 
_-was obferved on trials, till “the reign. of Elizabeth, who, though decried of 


late for wher. defpotifm, i in order to give fome fhadow of countenance to” 
the tyranny. of the Stuarts, was the firft of our princes under whom any: 
gravity or equity was allowed in cafes of treafon. To judge impartially theres, 
fore, we ought to ‘recall the’ ‘temper and manners of the times we read of 
It's thocking to eat our enemies ;, but it is not fo fhocking ingan Iroquois, as it 
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would ‘be in the king of Pruflia. And this is all I contend for, that the 
crimes of Richard, which he really committed, at leaft. which we have rea- 
fon te believe he committed, were more the crimes of the age than of the 
‘man; and except thofe executions 8f Rivers, Grey, and” Haftings, I defy 
any body to prove one other of thofe charged to his account, from any good 


authority. Bie td 
° "i 


“Tris alleged that the partifans of Gloucefter ftrictly guarded the fantuary, 
"to prevent farther, refort thither ; but Sir Thomas confefles too, that divers 
lords, letights,°and gentlemen, either for favour of the queen, or for Sear of 
themfelues, affembled companies, and went flocking together in barne/s. Let us 
ftrip this paragraph of its, hiftoric bufkins, and it is plain that the guecn’s| 
party took up arms. This is no indifferent circumftance, She had plotted’ 
to keep pofleflion of the king, and to govern in his name’ by force, abut had 
been outwitted, and her family had been imprifoned for the attempt.” -Con- 
{cious that fhe was difcoveredj#perhaps reafonably alarmed at Gloucefter’s, 
defigns, the had fecured herfelf and her younger children in fanétuary. Ne-, 
ceflity rather than law juftified her proceedings: But whatjexcufe can bey 
made for her faction having recourfe to arms? Who was authorized, by the 
tenour of former reigns, to guard the king’s perfon till parliament fhould de- 
clare a regency, but his uncle and the princes of the blood? Endeavouring 
to eftablith the queen’s authority by forcg, was rebellion againft the laws, i! 
ftate this minutely, becaufe the fact has never been attended to ; and later 
hiftotians pafs it over, as if Richard had hurried on. the depofition of his ne- 
phews without any colour of decency, and without the leaft pfovocation to 
any of his proceedings, Haftings is even faid to kaye warned the’ citizens - 
that matters were likely fo come to a field (to a battle) from the oppofition. of 
the adverfe party, though as yet nq fymptom had appeared of defigns againft 
the king, whom the two dukes were bringing to his coronation. Nay, it 
is not probable that Gloucefter had as yet meditated More than fecuring the 
regency ; for, had he had defigns on the crown, would he have weakened his 
own claim by afluming the protectorate, which*he could not accept but by 
acknowledging the title of his ‘nephew? This in truth feems to me to have 
been the cafe. The ambition ‘of the queen and her family alarmed the princes 
aad the nobility: Gloucefter, Buckingham, Haftings, and many more had 


* (This is confirmed by the Chronicle of Croyland, p. 566. “ 
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